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Flood of September 2011

by Ed Mosher
I am sure the recent September flooding is still 

fresh in our minds and in our daily thoughts. How-
ever, perhaps not all are aware of the countless days 
and hours that five (5) of our local churches con-
tributed towards assisting our Colesville residents 
who were devastated by the flood and high waters. 
A personal, and deep felt thanks, to the Nineveh 
Presbyterian Church, Belden Bethel Chapel, 
Harpursville Methodist Church, Three Pines Com-
munity Church, and Harpursville Baptist Church 
for their many, many, hours of volunteer service.  

While each of these five churches assisted in 
their own way, the end result of everyone working 
together was gratifying to see, and could only take 
place in a rural township such as ours. While one 
church provided hot meals for the flood victims, 
other churches provided 
needed assistance in gather-
ing clothes and household 
items, and removing flood 
damaged debris from homes. 

Church volunteers were 
there to help in any way pos-
sible.  From providing food, 
clothing and the essentials, to 
the emotional comfort given 
to all who were affected, their 
time and efforts were invalu-
able and appreciated beyond 

words. Lending great assistance in coordinating 
the efforts of all concerned was William Warren of 
Harpursville, – a personal thanks to Mr. Warren.

Also gratifying to witness were the countless 
hours worked by members of our four fire depart-
ments  - Harpursville Fire Department, Sanitaria 
Springs Fire Department, West Colesville Fire De-
partment and Ouaquaga Fire Department. 

Their assistance extended from extracting 
flood victims out of disabled cars, rescuing strand-
ed families from their homes, pumping out flooded 
basements for town residents and all the extra help 
freely given to anyone that asked . Volunteers from 
all departments worked around the clock for days 
to insure the safety of our residents. We say thanks, 
and many thanks, for their dedication and commit-
ment to the community they serve as volunteers.  
The residents of our fine town know they are in 
good hands.

SUPERVISOR’S NOTES BY ED MOSHER
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Harpursville Youth 
Civic Association

by Doug Rhodes

Thank you, Whitney R. Titus. The Harpurs-
ville Youth Civic Association (HYCA) would like 
to thank the Whitney R. Titus Trust Fund and its 
committee members for a grant to install electricity 
to the Civic pavilion. The Whitney R. Titus Fund 
award /grant is based on value to the community 
or town or school. It considers the monetary award 
based on competitive bids for each funding request. 

Afton Electric and Randy Niles Construction 
completed the required installation. A thank you 
also goes out to these companies for a job well 
done.  With this addition of electric to the pavil-
ion, it will enhance future community use for wed-
dings, family gatherings, recognition events, orga-
nizational meetings, concessions stand for sporting 
events, etc. 

Again the HYCA is extremely grate-
ful for this award and thanks the Whitney Ti-
tus Trust Fund committee for its consideration.  

Flood Damage From
Flood of September 2011

by Ed Mosher

As a result of this area being declared part of 
the disaster areas by Governor Cuomo and Presi-
dent Obama, this office is working with FEMA 
(Federal Emergency Management Agency) and 
Delta Engineering so as to assign a cost estimate to 
repair extensive flood damage.

To date we are in the process of estimating 
costs and engineering design and analysis for 
damages to the following roads: Hurd Road (pipe 
replacement), Thorn Hill - repairs and culvert re-
placements, Clendenning Road - pipe replacement, 
Penny Hollow Creek - repair to streambeds and 
box cement wing walls, and Hartz Road – stabiliz-
ing the road shoulder and adjacent bank.

To date FEMA has not established said cost es-
timates for the above repair work.  Reimbursement 
from the federal government is scheduled at 75% 
with the state contributing 13%, for a total of 88%, 
although these rates may change.
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Nineveh Presbyterian Church 
Once again the Nineveh Presbyterian Church

will distribute

 HOLIDAY FOOD BASKETS

The Nineveh Presbyterian Church has partnered 
with other area Organizations to handout 125 food 

baskets to area families: 

Families must sign up on 
Saturday, November 12, 2011  

Between the hours of 10 am to 12 noon 
at the Nineveh Presbyterian Church 

2997 NY State Rte 7, 
P.O. Box 115

Nineveh, NY 13813 
Proof of address is required:
One basket per household

For this project to be successful; both monetary 
and food products are needed.  

   
 Please make checks payable to theNineveh Pres-
byterian Church with "Christ's Bounty" written 
in the note area of the check (MUST be to the 

Church by November 1, 2011)
Food product donations can be dropped off at the 

church or you may have your donations 
   picked-up by a Volunteer by calling 693-2064.

 

We  want  to share our  upcoming events 
that will  be held to help pay down our 

Sunday School Addition loan. 
 

SAT. ,  NOV., 19, 7 – 11 am
PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

 
WED., NOV., 30, 11 am – 6 pm 

 DOUG’S FISH FRY TO GO 

Mark your calendars – we hope to see you.  
For more details on our church and our activities, 
please visit our website: www.ninevehpresbyteri-
anchurch.org

Seeking Information about
Harpursville Central School Alumni 

Military Service

by Jean Rogers
 

Please email Jean Rogers at Lighthouse2@tds.
net or call (607) 693-1948 with name of alumni 
that served or are currently serving in the Armed 
Forces. Include branch of military server or serv-
ing in, HCS class year of graduation or affiliation, 
years of military service, contact person and phone 
number.
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Historian’s News

by Town Historian Val LaClair 

The year of 2011 made history in this area 
with the record breaking rainfall and flooding. 
Our hearts go out to all of the people who were af-
fected. I would appreciate any pictures that people 
have of flooded areas in the Colesville Township 
during this disaster.

The events during the Colesville Super Cel-
ebration of the Colesville Historian’s Advisory 
Committees 2nd Annual Children’s Town History 
Day were very well attended. Tours were given 
of the Doraville School with some questions for 
the children to search and find the answers. The 
girl scout Troop 350, with their leaders Jody Flagg 
and Michele Shafer did a fabulous job with help-
ing with the advertising, newspapers, posters and 
sign that the girls wore walking through the crowd 
and also helping with the games and crafts. There 
were historic pictures to color, a thumb print fam-
ily tree to make, tools to identify, yarn and clothes 
pin dolls to make and games to play, such as hop 
scotch, bean bag toss, home made bubbles and 
more. Eileen Ruggieri entertained with her inter-
esting story telling. Thank you to everyone who 
worked on this project to make it a success. Look 
for us next year during the Colesville Super Cel-
ebration for an even better program.

The Colesville Summer Concerts were very well 
attended. Thank you to Jim Dalpiaz for rounding up 
a great variety of performers. Unfortunately the last 
concert with Hailey and Shawn had to be cancelled 
due to the weather. Thank you to all of the nonprof-
it groups with their delicious refreshments. When 
we have a normal rain/thunder storm we thank the 
Colesville Ambulance members for letting us move 
the concerts to a sheltered area, especially Cathy 
and Roger Merrill for opening the building for us. 
The gazebo received a much needed paint job 

thanks to the Colesville Rotary for scraping and 
painting.

Our annual Memorial Day bake sale was a suc-
cess. The Doraville School was also open. If any-
one wishes to visit the school call Rex Cole at 648-
6959 or me at 648-8341 and we will be happy to 
meet you there.

On October 1st PAST (Preservation Asso-
ciation of the Southern Tier) along with Eastern 
Broome Senior Center and local history groups 
and enthusiasts organized a “History Comes Alive 
in Harpursville” tour. The Senior Center was the 
starting point with exhibits by George Cummings 
with his display, stories of memories from the 
past of local residents, Colesville history displays, 
and paintings by local citizens. Attendees board-
ed a school bus which took them to the Doraville 
School where Rex and Garnita Cole gave a inter-
esting lecture about the school and the events and 
teachings of students in the late 1800’s and early 
1900’s. From there the group rode the bus to the 
center of Harpursville where students Kayleigh 
Livermore and Shawn Hawkins read the histo-
ries of the Eldorado Inn which  burned and was 
replaced by the greatly needed fire company,  the 
Methodist Church, the “Gingerbread House” and 
the local stores including the owners with the dif-
ferent businesses that have been in them. Charles 
Decker, Historian for Afton, got on the bus telling 
about Joseph Smith as the bus went down to his 
statue on Rte 7 in Nineveh. The next stop was at 
St. Luke’s Museum with Fran Bromley giving the 
history of it and a tour of all the exhibits there. Re-
freshments were served at the Senior Center.

The Colesville Historian’s Advisory Com-
mittee meets on the 2nd Monday of the month, 
March thru November in the town hall at 
7:30 pm. Starting with the March 2012 meet-
ing the starting time will be at 7:00 pm. Any-
one interested in local history is welcome. 
I am always looking for pictures and information 
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that can be recorded as Colesville history. Call me 
at 648-8341.

West Colesville
West Colesville, originally known as Picker-

ing’s Corners, is located in the western part of the 
Town of Colesville, southeast of Sanitaria Springs. 
At one time it had a hotel, a blacksmith shop, a 
wagon manufacturing and repair shop, a tavern, 
a grocery store, two schoolhouses, and a Baptist 
church which was built in 1847. The original Bap-
tist Church burned down in 1944. It was rebuilt in 
1945 and a parsonage was built in 1946. An ad-
dition was constructed in the 1980s. The church, 
like so many in the area, is now closed and is be-
ing used as an auction house. Two former school-
houses remain but have been converted to houses. 
A fire station was built in 1940 since equipment 
prior to this was stored at a private location. The 
Fire Company is still very active and housed in an 
appropriate building.

An Old Fashion Christmas

by Val LaClair Town Historian

Old Fashion Christmas
at the Doraville School

The Colesville Historian’s Advisory Commit-
tee will be celebrating an old fashion Christmas  
at the Doraville School, in back of the Colesville 
Town Hall in Harpursville, on December 4th from 
2:00 pm to 4:00 pm. Come and enjoy the Christ-
mas tree, which will be decorated by items made 
by the loving hands of our local children. There 
will also be music and refreshments. All are wel-
come to attend.

Colesville Youth Commission

by Jenni Austin

The Town of Colesville Youth Commission is 
a Committee that is actively involved in provid-
ing organized activities for the youth in our Town-
ship.  The members who serve on this commission 
are Natalie Collins, Chairperson, Nicole Huston, 
Dawn Graham, Kim Elliot and recently added 
members include Karlee Eberly-Robinson, Kristy 
Cluck and Colleen Fleming.  Mike Olin serves as a 
liaison between the Commission and Town Board. 

The activity that is currently offered through 
this organization is the  Youth Field Hockey Pro-
gram.  This program is offered for individuals in 
grades 1st – 6th and it is coached by Jenni Austin 
and Jessica Kelley.  The program practices twice a 
week and will compete in approximately five tour-

naments before the end of the season.  It starts in 
the beginning of August and runs through the end 
of October.  There are several Towns that partici-
pate in this program including Afton, Deposit, Ves-
tal, Sidney, Whitney Point, Greene, Windsor and 
Walton.

Another program that was offered this sum-
mer was a five week softball clinic for girls’ ages 
8 – 12.  This clinic was based on learning basic 
fundamentals and drills appropriate for the sport.  
The program was coordinated by Jenni Austin and 
Kelli Parsons.  It was a success and we plan to con-
tinue it again next year.  

These programs provided by the Youth Com-
mission are free of charge with all equipment pro-
vided.  If there are any programs that you would like 
to see considered contact, the Town of Colesville 
Town Clerk’s Office and all suggestions will be 
considered.  It is the goal of this Commission to pro-
vide activities for all of the youth of our township. 



6 • Town of Colesville News and Notes • Fall, 2011

The Eastern Broome Senior Center 
Broome Senior Center

by The Staff and Seniors 
  
A warm hello to all in the community from 

your local senior center. As we once again enjoy 
our beautiful fall season and entrance into the win-
try months, perhaps it is a time to reflect on some 
of the happenings of the spring and summer time 
just passed. As we all know, Colesville and  the 
surrounding communities once again experienced  
devastation due to flooding and other  weather 
extremes. Through it all, the indomitable human 
spirit rose above the difficulties as people bonded 
together with helping hands and loving hearts. As 
someone who is fortunate enough to be with our se-
nior members of the community almost everyday, I 
observe that same spirit of perseverance, bonding, 
and caring for one another. The challenges these 
folks often face, be it physical, emotional, financial 
or a combination of all - can be so intense and yet 
through it all, what I witness is amazing strength 
and grace as our seniors live life each day to the 
fullest with hope and love. Thank you dear seniors, 
for setting an example for all generations to follow. 

When we think of setting an example, we re-
member with gratitude many seniors including 
Lydia Bouren and Ken Ralph who passed on this 
year. Lydia was President of the seniors and in-
strumental in campaigning for the Eastern Broome 
Senior Center to be constructed at our current site 
in Harpursville. Lydia's dedication will benefit so 
many in the community for years to come. And 
Ken Ralph also a President of the seniors for sev-
eral years, was an honorable and caring person, 
committed to the betterment of the center for the 
good of his fellow seniors. Ken was and still is, 
respected by all who knew him and loved by many. 
All of our seniors who have passed through the 

center and touched our lives, will be cherished in 
our hearts and remembered always. 

The Office for Aging is honored to serve and 
help the senior population in the community 
through our programs and services. The Meals on 
Wheels program which operates out of the center, 
is one very good example of an effective service 
to our homebound seniors. If you know of a se-
nior in the community who is in need of nutritional 
support and could benefit from this service, please 
contact Margery Erckert, M.O.W. site supervisor, 
at 693-1566. Perhaps you may be interested in vol-
unteering Meals on Wheels drivers are always very 
much appreciated, as well as other volunteer ca-
pacities within the senior center.

So, as we look forward, we can expect some 
wonderful happenings for November and Decem-
ber with a nice schedule of holiday events. We cer-
tainly intend to manage the wintry months togeth-
er! The center is a great place to meet with friends, 
enjoy a hot cup of coffee or tea, chat over a meal, 
and chase those winter blues away! A staff member 
and a fellow senior, Bonnie Hill along with some 
volunteer helpers, does a wonderful job of decorat-
ing the center to create a cheery and comfy atmo-
sphere. And she keeps us looking forward as Bon-
nie also wears the Trip Director's hat. The planning 
starts in late winter and everyone gets excited in 
anticipation of the spring time traveling season! 
Thank you Bonnie for your enthusiasm as you are 
one of the seniors greatest cheerleaders!

We would like to mention that as a nutrition 
center Eastern Broome offers a nice variety of 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner menus and serving 
times. Our meals are nutritious, tasty, and afford-
able. Most meals are a suggested contribution of 
$3.00 for those aged 60 and up, or $4.00 for all oth-
ers. We would like folks to know that we welcome 
the use of an EBT card for the meal contribution. 
Our hope is that this encourages people to benefit 
from a well balanced meal while being socially 
connected. All ages of folks are welcome at your 
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community senior center and there are no mem-
bership requirements. The senior center celebrates 
most holidays and other special occasions with 
a special menu and quite often entertainment for 
your enjoyment. So whether you come in to join 
in the festivities, share a daily meal with friends, 
or stop by for a cup of coffee and a visit  we in-
vite you to come in! Be sure to get our monthly 
schedule of all our events and activities as well as a 
copy of the Senior News. If it is your first visit to 
the center, enjoy a complimentary welcome packet 
which includes a gift lunch coupon. We schedule 
programs, services, and speakers for your benefit 
covering a wide range of topics and needs such as 
Medicare changes and free legal aid. The Office 
for Aging's information and assistance represen-
tative, Lucia Esposito, also visits monthly to as-
sist seniors with a variety of needs. Please call the 
center for more information or an appointment. If 
you would rather, you may also call the Senior re-
source line at 778-2411. Another option to find out 
what's happening at any of the Broome County se-
nior centers is to visit the O.F.A. website at  www.
gobroomecounty.com/senior  or perhaps check us 
out on facebook.

You may want to mark your calendars for these 
coming events at Eastern Broome... 

11/09 Veteran's Remembrance - honoring our 
local veterans with a patriotic program and music 
by Mike Zabadal.

 11/16 Thanksgiving Celebration - pianist Lida 
Bassler, a nice turkey dinner, and Thanksgiving 
baskets

12/06 - Holiday Breakfast
12/14 - Holiday Party and Luncheon- with the 

awesome voices and music of "The Rocky Moun-
tain Connection"

12/30 - New Year's Party and Luncheon

December is so cheerful and fun at the center, 
we hope you will join in! Of course holiday cheer 
can mean too many goodies  so please remem-
ber we have an awesome exercise room. We are 
pleased to offer a nice variety of exercise equip-
ment available to you free of charge whenever 
the center is open. We also offer weekly "Senior 
Stretch" and "Zumba Gold" exercise classes. Our 
hours are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. 
until 2:30 pm., Tuesdays at 8:00am. for breakfast, 
and Thursdays once or twice monthly for evening 
programs. 

   So please do come by and participate in ac-
tivities for your enjoyment, programs to help meet 
your needs, a game room for recreation, and more! 
We would love to meet you, or perhaps if you've 
been before, just to spend time with you more of-
ten. Take good care and thank you to all.
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Old Onaquaga Historical Society

by Fran Bromley

From a historical leaflet written by Lloyd Bad-
ger, a descendant of an early settler in the Town of 
Colesville. Mr. Badger was 84 years old when he 
wrote these reminiscences in January 1970. 

The Hobbs Bros. Carriage Shop (in Nineveh), 
did the finest work. They refinished the hearse for 
a Buffalo undertaker (it was in the shop) and they 
rushed to finish it for President William McKin-
ley's funeral when he was killed in Buffalo. 

The Hotel Myrtle was located on the east side 
of the road leading from the old Albany (Rt. 7) road 
up to the Harpursville Depot, in the space between 
the Albany road and the Wilkes-Barre branch of 
the D&H Railroad. It is well the present young folk 
don't know about it, and the older ones don't care to 
talk, at least some of them. It was shunned by de-
cent people. It is reputed to have had rough dances, 
with a female in the nude dancing on the table tops. 

More about Hotels. Uncle Milo and Aunt 
Amelia Holcomb ran the Odell Hotel in Sanitaria 
Springs. This was the big building by the under-
pass of the D&H. The original Odell Hotel, built 
in 1858 by Enos H. Odell burned a few years later 

and Mr. Odell built another, larger building. That 
building is still standing in Sanitaria Springs but is 
now a private residence. The path of the old Albany 
road ran through Sanitaria Springs and crossed the 
railroad tracks in several places. It passed the depot 
and the hotel and then re-crossed the RR about 1/2 
mile east of the village. 

The old Jewell Hotel was a stage coach stop on 
Coles Hill. There is still a building on the Coles-
ville Road at Brookvale, just above the church at 
the top of the hill coming east that was a hotel in 
its day. There are eight windows on the front facing 
the road. 

Another hotel at Nineveh Junction was half-
way in Broome Co. and half in Chenango Co. They 
could always sell booze in one county or the other. 

Nineveh Junction Hotel

There was a hotel on the corner of Bridge 
Street and Rt. 79. Opened in 1832, it was called the 
The Center Village Hotel was three stories high. 
Uncle Belden Badger owned this at the time when 
Melvin Warner, the Windsor tinsmith, was killed 
when he disobeyed Uncle's and my advice not to 
have any lights or matches near the furnace. He 
had stopped at the store on his way up and I told 
him as my Uncle had told me to keep warning him. 
I was clerk in the store at the time for $3.00 a week 
and my dinner and supper. From 6:30 a.m. to 9:00 

Old Onaquagan Historical Society
Family Membership 
$10.00 per year
Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
Mail with your check to: 
O.O.H.S 
P.O Box 318, 
Harpursville, NY 13787
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p.m. What a life! Yet I saved enough to buy my first 
suit of clothes ... two pair of pants, vest and coat,  
real wool. 

Melvin did carry a lantern into the furnace 
room and the building burned to the ground. 

The Hotels at Center Village 

The Austin House in Center Village 

At least two major hotels have stood at the cor-
ner of Route 79 and Bridge St. In 1832 John Eldred 
opened a hotel at the site. Before it was destroyed 
by fire it was known as the Austin House or Austin 
Hotel. Early photos show different names on the 
front of the building. It was a lovely place and the 
site of much activity in the late 1800's. 

After it burned, it was replaced by the three- 
story hotel Center Village Hotel. This building was 
the property of Belden B. Badger and is the hotel 
that Lloyd Badger tells about in the preceding story 
where Mr. Warner met his death. 

The hotel at the foot of Belden Hill was a large 
two-story building of Greek Revival architecture. 
It was built by Ephraim Norott in 1853, a hand-
some structure with four large columns across the 
front supporting an ornate portico. Twin gables on 
the ends of the building and pilasters on the corners 
added to its elegant appearance. 

The Blind Tavern at Belden

It served as a boarding house for workmen and 
their families when the Albany and Susquehanna 
Railroad was under construction. 

In 1869 the property was purchased by Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Mandeville. At that time the hotel 
was called The Blind Tavern, probably because it 
was obscured by tall trees, at a curve in the road, 
at the foot of Belden Hill. Mr. Mandeville was the 
proprietor of the tavern until his death at the age 
of 72 years. Lloyd Badger, a grandson of Henry 
Mandeville was born in an upstairs bedroom of the 
Belden Hotel in 1886. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carleton Wakeman, the most re-
cent owners, both died in the spring of 1978. The 
beautiful old building was razed in 1979. A federal 
style fan light window from the portico is in pre-
served in the basement of the St. Luke's Museum 
in Harpursville. The window measures over six 
feet long and thirty inches high. 

Centervillage Hotel
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Springhouse in the Grove 
The original tavern at Vallonia Springs was 

built of red brick by Judge Betts in the mid 1800's 
at the site of a mineral spring. A stagecoach that 
traveled between Deposit and Afton twice each 
day brought passengers and mail. 

Jerome Sands bought the old hotel and when 
the original tavern burned in 1886.  He replaced it 
with a twenty-one room summer hotel on the same 
site. It was large enough to accommodate thirty-
five boarders and was known as the Spring House 
in the Grove. People came from several states as 
well as Binghamton and nearby. Some came as 
overnight guests, others stayed- all summer. 

Mrs. Sands did the cooking for boarders and 
guests. She also served Sunday dinners for those 
who came for a day and to enjoy her fine cooking. 

For exercise and amusement the ladies went for 
hikes, the men flew kites, and the boys played in 
the creek behind the house. 

 In 2002 the house still stands in a grove of pine 
trees on Rt. 41 at Vallonia Springs. 

The Springhouse in the Grove at Vallonia Springs 

There had been a tavern at the crossroads in 
Harpursville since t late 1700's. The turnpike be-
tween Harpursville and Chenango Point, now 
Binghamton, was completed in 1834. Harmon 
Tyrrell, apparently recognizing the financial po-
tential of a public house the busy intersection in 

Harpursville, erected the two and one-half story 
Eldorado House. The Inn changed hands many 
times. It continued to prosper as the social center 
in town. Beginning in the 1870's, a horse drawn, 
two seated surrey with "fringe top" met incoming 
trains and transported guests who sought food and 
lodging at picturesque Eldorado. A barn at the rear 
the building served as a carriage house a stable for 
the horses. 

Eldorado House, Harpursville 1865

The Eldorado House was destroyed by fire on 
September 15, 1933, thus ending one century of 
service as the beauty spot of the village. With no lo-
cal firefighting equipment, fire engines from Bing-
hamton and Afton rushed to the scene but arrived 
too late to quell the roaring flames. The destruc-
tion of such a beautiful building steeped in long 
years of tradition, left only happy memories to a 
saddened community.  No longer would the stage 
horns sound the entrance or merry parties gather 
before its great open hearth on Christmas Eve.  
Never again would well-dressed patrons dance on 
the huge ballroom floor of the Eldorado House. 

St. Luke’s Museum will reopen in the spring.  
The Old Onaquaga Historical Society meets on the 
third Monday of the month at 7: 00 pm. Dues for a 
family are $10.00 a year.  The Museum is open to 
the public on the second Sunday of the month, June 
to October from 2:00 to 5:00 or by appointment.
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Harpursville Fire Department News

Jeff Buckler – Chief 

I would like to begin this article by say-
ing “thank-you” to many area residents for their 
tremendous assistance and support during the 
most recent flood event. Whether it was neigh-
bors helping neighbors, our local church groups, 
emergency services organizations, or our town 
government, many people spent countless hours 
helping those impacted by this major weather event. 
Our involvement in this 5-day event began with 
members from our water rescue team being de-
ployed to the western portion of Broome County, 
where they performed emergency evacuations 
and a couple of rescues of people in imminent 
danger of the flood waters. These members along 
with our Hovercraft were able to bring people (in-
cluding another rescue boat and its crew) safely 
to shore. As this first day progressed, Broome 
County called in additional resources from around 
New York State, which allowed our crew to re-

turn home and become available for any emer-
gencies that we might be summoned to locally. 
The next several days proved to be challenging ones, 
as our members assisted with road closures, evacua-
tions, rescuing stranded motorists (who found them-
selves and their automobiles surrounded by flood 
waters) and finally pumping details. Our members 
spent many, many hours performing these tasks 
over the course of 5 days, totaling 1009 man hours. 
Fortunately we were assisted by one of those out 
of town resources from Cambridge New York, as 
well as neighboring Sanitaria Springs and West 
Colesville Fire Companies. If it weren’t for their 
tremendous assistance, we would have had much 
difficulty, especially pumping out basements. We 
are very thankful for the help provided to us by 
the West Colesville Fire Company, as they were 
basically there to assist us from start to finish. 
    Lastly, I would like to mention the assistance pro-
vided to us from our Board of Fire Commissioners, 
Firefighter’s Auxiliary, Town Board, Town High-
way Department, and local church groups; all of 
which became an integral part of our community’s 
road to recovery. Several members of the board of 
fire commissioners assisted us with pumping base-
ments, the firefighter’s auxiliary and local churches 
assisted with providing meals and refreshments, 
Deputy Highway Superintendent Mike Rhodes 
remained in constant communication with us, as-

Roger Luther works
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sisting as needed, and both Supervisor Edward 
Mosher and Deputy Supervisor Margaret Wicks 
assisted us with obtaining much needed supplies. 
Mr. Mosher was able to obtain many needed 
supplies for both the fire department as well as 
the community. His continued requests for wa-
ter, MRE’s (meals ready to eat) and cleaning kits 
were answered and continued to be answered 
for several days if not weeks. We commend Mr. 
Mosher for his persistence in obtaining these 
staples for the residents affected by the flood.     
On a more positive note, several of our members 

along with Lieutenant Steve Brown from the West 
Colesville Fire Company, recently spent a day at 
W.A. Olmstead Elementary School talking to the 
children about fire safety. These members taught 
children about the importance of smoke detec-
tors (having batteries in them), having fire drills at 
HOME, and how to “Stop, Drop, and Roll”.

We would like to thank Principal Josh 
Quick for his support and cooperation dur-
ing this very important day. We would also ask 
that any family in need of a working smoke 
detector contact their local fire department.    
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Colesville Volunteer 
Ambulance Service, Inc.

   $5.00 Corporate Family Membership 
   $3.00 Corporate Single Membership
   Donation of _____________

Name___________________________
Address_________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Send to: 
Colesville Ambulance Service, Inc.
Box 62
Harpursville, NY 13787
Attention:Leon Miller

COLESVILLE VOLUNTEER 
AMBULANCE SERVICE, INC.

by Kathy Merrill 
A new ambulance was put into service on Au-

gust 18th. Many volunteer hours are spent serving 
our community. The squad ran calls which translate 
into volunteer hours. They stood by at the Square 
Deal Motorcycle Club races, at Harpursville Cen-
tral Football games, the General Clinton Canoe 
Regatta, the classic car show held at the school this 
summer, took blood pressures at the Supercelebra-
tion after being in the parade, helped with the mo-
bile food pantry and will soon hold the annual Hal-
loween party on October 31st.  Games, hayrides, 
spooks and candy will be part of the program at the 
Halloween party. Hot dogs and hot chocolate will 
be served so plan on supper for the family. All of 
these are volunteer hours given to the communi-
ty by the squad; 397 calls, 894 volunteer hours.

If you would like to help with any of these 
projects or have an EMT certification or would 
like to become an EMT or driver on the ambu-
lance, call 693-3379 and leave your name and 
number.

Nineveh Public Library

by Tracie Livermore 

Come and visit the library!  We have several 
great books for you!  We also have four computers 
available for patron use.  Our computers are linked 
to the Internet and can be used for research needs, 
sending emails, managing accounts and even filing 
your taxes!  

Nineveh is a member of the Four County Li-
brary System  and offers an inter-library loan ser-
vice,  so if you’re in need of  a particular book, 
please request it and we will do our very best to get 
it for you! 

The library also hosts a G.E.D. class on Thurs-
day nights from 4:00pm to 7:00pm for further in-
formation please call (607) 639-2811.

Our hours are Monday through Thursday from 
12:30 to 7:30 and Friday and Saturday from 9:00 
to 3:00.  We welcome volunteers and encourage 
patron suggestions.  Feel free to give us a call with 
any questions or concerns at (607) 693-1858.
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Please check one of the following: 
The address it was sent to was incorrect.
The name(s) on the address label is incor-
rect.
I want to receive the newsletter at the 
following address.
I want to be removed from the 
newsletter mailing list.

Name:_______________________________
____________________________________
Address:_____________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Newsletter Copies

If you are reading this newsletter and  re-
side in the Town and did not receive a 
copy via mail and would like to be added 
to future mailings or would like to be tak-
en off our mailing list,  please call 693-
1174 or complete and return the form to:

     Tomi Stewart Town Clerk
     P.O. Box 27
     Harpursville, N Y 13787

COLESVILLE
COMMUNITY PANTRY

by Kathy Merrill

Fall is a busy time of year for the pantry. The 
Christmas Angel Project will launch on October 
18th and November 1st when pantry families sign 
their children up for clothing for Christmas. Winter 
coats are collected and distributed to the families. 
This year the pantry was blessed by a generous do-
nation of yogurt from the Agro Farma Company in 
South Edmeston and with bread and pastries from 
Price Chopper. Because of the bread and pastry do-
nation, the pantry held a bread day on October 13th 
and served approximately 50 families with no limit 
on what they could take. 

Because of the flooding and as the holiday 
season approaches, the pantry is requesting food 
drives and monetary donations from members of 
the community or any organization willing to do-
nate. Any food may be dropped off at the pantry, 
by calling 693-1228 or 427-1228. Monetary dona-
tions may be sent to the following address: 

Colesville Community Pantry, PO Box 62, 
Harpursville, NY 13787.

In September at a scheduled board meeting, 
Sharen Guokas was elected president. Warren 
Smith served in this position for many years but as 
he has moved to Florida for most of the year felt 
he could not serve anymore. Through his efforts, 
the pantry received non-profit organization status. 
He was the representative for the pantry on the 
Broome County Hunger Coalition Committee and 
served as the Rotary representative on the pantry 
board. The pantry board would like to thank War-
ren for serving and wishes him well.

The pantry would also like to thank Jim Dalpi-
az and the Interact youth of the Rotary for helping 
with each Mobile Food Pantry that takes place on 
the third Thursday of the month from 12:30 p.m. 
until all the food is gone. This pantry is open to 
everyone with no qualifications. The regular pantry 
is open on the first and third Tuesday of the month 
from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. and 4:40 p.m.-6:30 p.m. Only 
Colesville residents are eligible for this pantry and 
must bring proof of residency and for each member 
of the household.                                                                     

NO ONE SHOULD BE HUNGRY!!!!
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Town Board Meeting: 1st Thursday 7:00 pm, Town Hall

Planning Board: 2nd Wednesday 7:30 pm Town Hall

Zoning Board of Appeals: 3rd Thursday 7:30 pm, Town Hall

American Legion: 2nd Tues. 7:00 pm American Legion

American Legion Auxiliary 1st Tuesday 7:00 pm American Legion

Sons of American Legion 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm American Legion

Colesville Historian Advisory Committee: 2nd Monday, 7:30 pm, Town Hall

Colesville Youth Commission: 3rd Wednesday. 7:00 pm Town Hall

Eastern Broome Nutrition Center: Monday – Friday 9-2 Senior Center

Harpursville Board of Education: 2nd & 4th Monday 7:00 pm Elementary School

Harpursville Youth Baseball: 2nd Sunday 7:00 pm American Legion

Harpursville Youth Civic Association, Inc. 1st Monday 7:00pm Nineveh Public Library

Nineveh Public Library, 3029 State Hwy. 7, P.O. Box 124, Nineveh, NY 13813 Hours:  Mon. -  Thurs. 12:30 pm - 
7:30 pm, Fri. & Sat. 9:00 am - 3:00 pm. Board Meetings: 1st Tuesday at 10:00 am on alternate months 

Old Ouaquaga Historical Society, 3rd Monday 7:00 pm, St. Luke’s’ Museum 

Colesville Volunteer Ambulance Service......693-3379
P.O. Box 62, Harpursville, N Y 13787   
Business Meeting: 1st Wednesday of each month at 8:00  pm
Trainings: 2nd Wednesday and 4th Thursday each month at 
7:00 pm

Colesville Fire District #1...............................693-1454
P.O. Box 245, Harpursville, N Y 13787    
Business Meeting: 1st Monday of each month

Colesville – Windsor Fire District #2............655-1913
P.O. Box  5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting: 2nd Sunday, 7:00 pm, Ouaquaga Fire Co.

Ouaquaga Fire Company...............................655-1913
P.O. Box 5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting: 3rd Thursday, 8:00 pm, Ouaquaga 
Fire Co.

MEETING DATES TO REMEMBER

EMERGENCY SERVICES CALENDAR

Colesville Fire District #3:

Harpursville Fire Department ......................693-1454
P.O. Box 98, Harpursville, NY 13787
Business Meeting: 2nd Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm
Trainings: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm.

Sanitaria Springs Fire Company...................648-2332
811 NY Rte 7, Port Crane, N Y 13833,   
Business meeting:1st Monday of each month , 8:00 pm
Trainings: other Mondays at 7:00 pm

West Colesville Fire Company.......................693-1001
1305 Colesville Rd. Binghamton, NY 13905  
Business meetings: 2nd Tuesday of each month, 8:00 pm
Training: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm



The Town of Colesville Newsletter is published twice a year: Spring and Fall. 
This  is our 46th edition. If you have any questions or suggestions,  

please contact the editors, Stephen Flagg or Ed Mosher, or coordinator Tomi Stewart. 
Special thanks to Eastern Broome Senior Center for  putting  it together.
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TOWN OF COLESVILLE 
780 Welton Street
Harpursville, N Y 13787
www.townofcolesville.org

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

DIRECTORY

Supervisor, Ed Mosher................................693-1794 (Office) 
P.O. Box 421, Harpursville, NY 13787       693-1647 (Home) 
colesvillesupervisor@echoes.net

Town Clerk, Tomi Stewart........................................693-1174
P.O. Box 27,  Harpursville, NY 13787 
colesvilleclerk@echoes.net

Town Council
Margaret Wicks, Deputy Supervisor..........................693-2367 
Glenn Winsor.............................................................693-2582 
Michael Olin..............................................................655-2351
Stephen Flagg............................................................725-7160

Highway Superintendent Robert Young.................693-1171
789 Welton Street, Harpursville, NY 13787  
robertyn6@aol.com

Enforcement Officer, Brad McAvoy........................693-1795
P.O. Box 27, Harpursville, NY 13787    
colesvilleenforcement@echoes.net

Dog Control Office, Michael Rhodes.......................693-1486
P.O. Box 27, Harpursville, NY 13787  

Town Justice..............................................................693-1172
P.O. Box 166, Harpursville, NY 13787  
colesvillejustice@echoes.net 
Robin Kratz         Court Clerk             
Paul Powell        Town Justice 

Assessors....................................................................693-1661
P.O. Box 27,  Harpursville, NY 13787               
colesvilleassessor@echoes.net
Ron Young –Chairman 
Bob DeMarmels 
Jim VanWoert  

Town Historian, Val LaClair.....................................648-8341

Nineveh Public Library, Tracie Livermore.............693-1858

Senior Center ...........................................................693-2069
33 Golden Lane, Harpursville 

Broome County Sheriff............................................778-1911

State Police................................................................775-1241

 


