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Belden Brook Flooding

by Ed Mosher

As a result of the wide spread flooding of 2006, 
Belden Brook overflowed its banks, washed out 
the town bridge on Main Street, flooded out ad-
jacent homes and damaged the upstream bed and 
adjacent slopes.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency 
provided funds for the replacement of the Main 
Street Bridge. However, the agency would not pro-
vide funding to correct damage to the upstream bed 
and slopes as they reported this damage was too far 
a distance from the town bridge.

In January of this year melting snow and ac-
companying rain caused Belden Brook to again 
overflow its banks. This caused flooding of adja-
cent homes and water to flow across the surface of 
Main Street.

We certainly can identify with the home own-
ers who live in fear that heavy rains will again 
cause flooding of their homes and property, how-
ever our town attorneys have advised that we can-
not use town money to correct or modify a stream 
bed on private property. Therefore in an effort to 
obtain funding - this office has contacted the Gov-
ernors office, our Congressman’s office, the office 
of USDA, the Binghamton National Guard  (which 
is a heavy equipment engineering company) and 
the U.S. Corp of Engineers.

To date we have not received a positive com-
mitment of funding. We shall continue to work with 

the various agencies and Congressman Arcuri’s 
office to obtain funding so as to stop the Belden 
Brook from flooding downstream properties.

Installation Traffic Signal Light-
Center Harpursville

by Ed Mosher

It is a pleasure to report, that after numerous 
meetings and subsequent conversations with our 
New York State DOT authorities, that they have 
agreed to arrange for the installation of a red / yel-
low traffic signal at the intersection of Main Street 
and Route 79 – in the center of Harpursville.

There have been numerous accidents and many 
more near accidents at this intersection and thus we 
surely appreciate NYS DOT agreement to install a 
signal at this intersection.

Working together we can accomplish much 
and we extend our thanks to DOT engineer David 
Ligeikis and DOT Regional Director Jack Wil-
liams for their cooperation and follow through of 
this project.

We also extend our thanks to Larry Van Der-
wort of Harpursville Farm & Garden for modify-
ing the entrance to his store – this action went far 
to convince DOT that our residents supported the 
installation of a signal.

DOT personnel have started layout work in 
regards to State right-of-way boundaries, etc. The 
exact date of the installation of this signal has yet 
to be determined.
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In Memory Of Our Departed
Town Employees

by Ed Mosher

In the fall of 2009, and during the first few 
months of this year, the Town lost four dear friends 
who were valued employees.  Robert Rothganger 
(1926 – 2009), and Robert Uhlig (1928-2010), 
who both served the town for more than 20 years as 
part of our highway department.  They each gave 
countless hours to keep our roads clear, and our 
community safe. We thank their families for their 
years of service and remember them with fondness.  

James Boyko (1934 – 2010) served as our Town 
Justice for two decades.  Jim served the residents 
with humility, with knowledge of the law, and was 
respected for both. He was a gentleman, fair, and 
decent, to one and all.  We thank his family for his 
years of service.  He was a friend who is dearly 
missed. 

Minerva Flagg (1918-2010) served as our 
Town Historian. She was responsible for having 
the Doraville Schoolhouse, which sits behind the 
Town Hall, moved and restored – giving genera-
tions a glimpse into a simpler time of life in our 
country.

She was tireless in her efforts in searching for 
history pertaining to the town and it’s past.

Minerva was responsible for our Town Gazebo 
being erected, and for starting the popular summer 
concert series, bringing musical entertainment to 
our residents. 

She was a dynamo. Minerva had great dreams 
and hope for this community. She will be remem-
bered for her service to our fine town and for en-
riching and preserving our history.  We thank her 
family for her tireless efforts. All who knew her 
will miss her.

News from the Justice Court

by Paul Powell, Town Justice

Broome County Charter 168.22 sub B1

Opening Burning of Refuse
 A person may not burn any refuse (garbage) 
in an open fire.  Garbage includes but is not 
limited to food, tires, styrofoam, plastic, shoes, 
clothing, etc.

 Fines:
1st Offense: fine up to $250.00 and or 15 days 
in jail.
2nd Offense: fine up to $500.00 and or 15 days 
in jail.

The exception to opening burning is a recre-
ational fire.  This must be done in a 3X4 foot 
enclosed pit.  NO garbage can be burnt in this 
fire.

Rural Agricultural fires are allowed.   Check 
with code enforcement for the rules and regu-
lations.

Remember there is no burning of any kind be-
tween March 1st through May 15th.

`````````



   Town of Colesville News and Notes • Spring, 2010 • 3

Harpursville Youth
Civic Association

by Doug Rhodes

The Harpursville Youth Civic Association 
(HYCA) is off and running for another year, how-
ever, the HYCA is only running with four board 
members and respective coaches. We need com-
munity support, by support I mean donating some 
time to become a member of the board, help with 
maintaining the civic pavilion and fields, expand-
ing the organization, and help with fund raisers, 
etc. Without continued support and added mem-
bership, the HYCA is considering dissolving the 
organization.   
The Harpursville Youth Civic Association 
(HYCA) sponsors the following youth pro-
grams:
- Girls Softball, two divisions, ages 8-9
 and ages 10-12
- Babe Ruth Baseball, ages 13 to 16
- Girls Basketball, grades 3 thru 6
- Boys Basketball, grades 3 thru 6
- Pee Wee Cheerleading, ages 7 – 9,
 and ages 10 – 12
- Flag Football, ages 5 – 6
- Pee Wee Football, two divisions, ages 7 – 9,  
 and ages 10 – 12

Without community support the above youth 
programs will end, so if you have some time to 
donate, please consider joining the Harpursville 
Youth Civic Association.

The Civic Association meets at 7:00 pm on the 
first Monday of every month at the Harpursville 
American Legion.  If you are interested in becom-
ing a member of the organization, please stop by. 
If you have any questions, concerns, or ideas re-
garding the Civic Association, please feel free to 
call John Adams, President, 693-1512, or Doug 
Rhodes, Treasurer, 693-1255. 

Highway Superintendent

by Robert R. Young Sr. 

Spring is here and summer is on its way. We 
have started sweeping roads and intersections. 
The sweeper carries water to spray and it sprays 
into bristles at all times. However, it still gets very 
dusty at times for which I apologize. It only lasts 
for a few minutes and then it’s gone. Road patch-
ing time is here and once again I ask for your help. 
Please be aware of the men in a work area, for we 
can’t always watch for traffic and it only takes a 
moment for an accident to happen. We try to main-
tain traffic flow as smooth as possible at all times. 
I would like to stress the important role you, the 
community, play in helping to maintain the safety 
of our roads. We have 92 miles of roads in the town 
and only eight highway employees, plus myself, to 
keep track of them all. By calling whenever you 
come across a possible road hazard helps us ad-
dress the problem quickly. We don’t want a small 
problem to become a major one. I thank you for 
your help.

````
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Carbon Monoxide Alarms

by Brad McAvoy, Enforcement Officer

 On February 22, 2010 Amanda’s Law went 
into effect. The law requires essentially that all res-
idences, both new and existing, have carbon mon-
oxide alarms installed. The specific requirements 
differ for new construction and existing residences. 
At a minimum, if there is a CO source in the home, 
then they will be required to have one carbon mon-
oxide alarm installed on the lowest story having a 
sleeping area. 

Below are some Carbon Monoxide Facts:
Carbon Monoxide is the leading cause of acci-

dental poisoning deaths in the United States.
Each year approximately 200 people in New 

York State are hospitalized because of accidental 
CO poisoning. Many more people are treated for 
CO exposure in emergency rooms without further 
hospital care. (NYS Health Department)

Carbon Monoxide is a silent killer – you can-
not see it, smell it or taste it. The only safe way to 
detect it is with a carbon monoxide alarm. 

Carbon Monoxide is produced anytime a fuel 
is burned. Potential sources include gas or oil fur-
naces, water heaters, space heaters, clothes dryers, 
barbecue grills, fireplaces, wood-burning stoves, 
gas ovens, generators and car exhaust fumes.

Most CO incidents happen during the winter 
months, mainly due to an increased use in fuel 
burning appliances. Nearly all (90.5% of New York 
housing uses some form of fossil-fuel burning heat 
source (gas, fuel oil or kerosene) which can gener-
ate carbon monoxide. 

At high concentration levels, carbon monoxide 
can be fatal in minutes. CO rapidly accumulates 
in the blood and is attracted to the hemoglobin in 
your bloodstream. When breathed in, CO passes 
through the lungs and bonds with hemoglobin, dis-
placing the oxygen that cells need to function.

Amanda’s Law was named in honor of Buffalo 
resident Amanda Hansen, a teenage girl who lost 
her life to carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning from 
a defective boiler when sleeping over at a friend’s 
house in January 2009.

  For more information and requirements 
please contact this office at 693-1795.

White Goods Day
For Town of Colesville residents only, the 

white goods drop off days are Friday, May 21, 8:00 
am to 2:00 pm, and Saturday May 22, 9:00 am to 
2:00 pm. Proof of Town of Colesville residence 
will be required. The drop off will be at the Town 
of Colesville Highway Garage, Welton Street, 
Harpursville.

Items that will be accepted are white goods, 
scrap metal, sofas, chairs, carpet, windows, waste 
from illegal dump site cleanups, and similar items. 
Tire limit per family is 6.

Items not accepted are leaves and yard waste, 
construction and demolition debris.

Refrigerators and freezers with Freon are 
$10.00. Any questions call 693-1171.
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Super-Celebration 2010

by Jeff Buckler

Planning is now underway for the Town of 
Colesville Super-Celebration. The celebration will 
once again begin on Friday evening with a com-
munity bon-fire at 8 pm on July 9th.

On Saturday, the celebration begins with a 
community parade starting at the Blue Building 
and ending at the American Legion and Civic As-
sociation grounds.

While much of the planning is still in the works, 
we are anticipating a lot of participation from area 
organizations, businesses, and vendors. We hope to 
see you there!

American Legion Post 1596

by Dan Northrup

 The American Legion Post 1596 is honored 
to once again be hosting the annual Memorial Day 
Parade.  The parade in West Colesville will begin 
at 9:00 am and in Harpursville at 10:00 am in the 
school parking lot.  There will be brief ceremonies 
at each school building and the bridge over the 
creek on Main Street.  Once the parade reaches the 
center of town there will be a ceremony to honor 
all fallen heroes who have given the ultimate sac-
rifice to ensure the freedoms that many take for 
granted.  There will also be a Post Everlasting cer-
emony to honor those members of our local Ameri-
can Legion who have passed on.  At the conclusion 
of the parade we invite you to come to the Legion 
on Welton Street and enjoy some chicken BBQ and 
watch the horse pull.

  The Sons of The American Legion are 
gearing up for their annual chicken BBQ held dur-
ing the Super Celebration.  Our ongoing month-
ly meetings are held at the Post home on Welton 
Street on the 2nd Tuesday at 7:00 pm and the SAL 
meets on the 3rd Thursday at 7:00 pm.  The auxil-
iary meets the 1st Tuesday at 7:00 pm.  For mem-
bership information you can contact any member 
who will in turn direct you to the proper member-
ship personnel. 

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

Due to economic times, we are seeking dona-
tions for the fireworks display. Any and all dona-
tions are tax deductible and can be dropped off at 
any area business or mailed to us:

 Colesville Super-Celebration 
 PO Box 44 
 Harpursville, New York 13787  

Friday July 9th 8:00 pm
Community Bon-Fire 

Saturday July 10th 10:00 am
Parade forms at Blue Building

11:00 am Parade Kicks-off

11:00 am Until Dark!
 Vendors
 Displays
 Activities

 9:00 pm  Fireworks Display!



6 • Town of Colesville News and Notes • Spring, 2010

Historian’s News

by Val LaClair, Town Historian 

Spring is always such a beautiful time of year 
and the beginning of a great season of picnics and 
parades, starting with Colesville’s Memorial Day 
parade. The Historian’s Advisory Committee will 
once again be holding our annual bake sale at the 
gazebo next to the Town Hall from 10:00 AM to 
1:00 PM. Any and all baked goods are appreciated, 
from delicious all time favorites to scrumptious 
new tastes  to try. Be sure to check them out be-
cause the bakers in Colesville are among the best.

The Doraville School House will be open on 
Memorial Day, Monday, May 31 from 10:00 AM 
to 1:00 PM. The outside of the building really 
needed some TLC, so the caulking on the windows 
is being repaired and the building is being scraped, 
primed and painted. Stop for a visit and check it 
out. The school will also be open for the Super Cel-
ebration on July 10.

The Colesville Summer Concerts will start on 
July 11, beginning with the Route 66 Band. Con-
cert dates are July 11, 18, 25 and August 1, 8, 15, 
22, 29. Local nonprofit groups will once again have 
refreshments available. Check for flyers around lo-
cal areas for a schedule of all of the groups as soon 
as I receive the contracts. The concerts are held 
from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM at the gazebo, next to 
the town hall. Bring chair, blanket or just roll down 
your windows and enjoy from your car. In case of 
bad weather they are held in the Colesville Ambu-
lance Building, off Rt. 79 in back of the gas station.

 One of the projects of our group is obtaining 
a sign for Cole’s Tavern to be put up at the Cole’s 
Hill Cemetery, with a waterproof container for bro-
chures containing a brief history of Nathaniel Cole, 
the Tavern, and giving the exact location of the 
Tavern. The Colesville Rotary presented us with a 
generous grant for the sign and we are very thank-
ful to them.

I am currently working on gathering informa-
tion on Civil War soldiers from the Colesville area.  
I would like any information and pictures of veter-
ans from all of the wars that we have been involved 
in.

The plea for pictures and information on Coles-
ville is always being expressed. I can make copies 
and return originals back to you. Call me at 648-
8341.

We now have copies of R. Leone Jacob’s book, 
a History of Colesville, “Famines, Fires & Festi-
vals” for sale, at the Town Hall, Eastern Broome 
Senior Center, Nineveh Library, St Luke’s Mu-
seum, or contact me. There are also copies of the 
Doraville School Cookbook and the Colesville 
throw available.

Come to our meetings, held March thru No-
vember, in the Colesville Town Hall, in Harpurs-
ville at 7:30 PM, on the 2nd Monday of the month. 
Anyone interested in local history is always wel-
come.

The Historian’s information is now located 
in the trailer, in back of the town hall, and things 
should be in order there by the Super Celebration 
date.

Vallonia Springs

Vallonia Springs is located in the northeastern 
part of the Town of Colesville. Vallonia Springs 
means “deep well” and a hotel was built near these 
springs in the 1880’s. The minerals of sulfur, mag-
nesium, and iron in these waters were deemed ben-
eficial to a healthy body, so they attracted tourists 
to “take the waters”

About 1850, there was a toll-road going through 
Vallonia Springs which connected Deposit and 
Betts-burgh. This road brought people to the hotel. 

A one room schoolhouse still stands in this 
settlement, and it has been renovated into a house. 
The building that was the hotel is also a private 
home.
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Riverview Cemetery Association

by Janet McKnight

The Riverview Cemetery Association’s an-
nual meeting is always held on the third Tuesday 
of April.  Anyone interested is welcome to attend.  
The Capital Improvement committee’s first fund 
raiser this year will be a plant sale.  We will be sell-
ing plants on Memorial Day weekend.  

We also have high quality American flags for 
sale anytime.  (3x5 nylon embroidered flags for 
$21.00)

Family or individual plots are available to pur-
chase anytime.  You may contact Ambrose Madden 
at 693-1151 daytime or Terry Livingston at 693-
1984 to discuss the options available.

NEW ENTRANCE: The Riverview Cemetery 
Association in Harpursville recently erected a new 
gateway at the front entranceway of the cemetery. 
The cemetery association has worked very hard 
to obtain the funds for the project and was able to 
raise over $1,400 through various fundraising ef-
forts.  The association then approached the local 
Rotary Club for additional help. The club provided 
$1,000 and then with the continued effort of Rotar-
ian Al Dauphinais they received a matching grant 
from Rotary District 7170.  With the combined ef-

forts of these organizations, enough money was 
raised for the gateway project to be completed.

If you would like to make a donation you can 
make checks payable to: Riverview  Cemetery 
Capital Improvements

Mail your check to: 

Janet McKnight
276 Centervillage Loop
Harpursville, NY 13787

or
Wanda Russell

2489 Colesville Rd.
Harpursville, NY 13787

Janet McKnight, Wanda Russell, Nina Williams and Darla 
Dayton stand in front of the new gateway to the cemetery.

  
The Bread -N- Butter Country Store, the 
Harpursville Farm and Garden, Osterhoudt-
Madden Funeral Home and AFL Telecommu-
nications are all located in historic buildings 
dating back to circa 1880! Through a project 
with the Town of Colesville, each of these busi-
nesses now displays a beautiful sign stating its 
historic significance to the community.  Much 
thanks goes to Gail Hennessey.
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Eastern Broome Senior Center

by the Staff & Seniors 
of the Eastern Broome Senior Center

 A warm welcome to all from your local 
community senior center. We extend a sincere in-
vitation to visit and see what we’re all about. In last 
fall’s newsletter, we were looking forward to all 
our holiday happenings and spending some time 
together over the long winter months. Even chilly 
time flies by doesn’t it? As spring approached we 
held our annual spaghetti dinner fundraiser on Sat-
urday, March 20th.  Thank you so much to all in the 
community for your outstanding support. A special 
thanks to the “Bluestone Creek Ramblers” for pro-
viding some awesome entertainment. We strive to 
not only entertain you, but to help meet your needs 
through the Office for Aging’s information and as-
sistance programs. Please bring your friends and 
stop by. Our newsletter is always available and if 
you are a first time visitor, we have a “welcome 
packet” for you. We invite you to share your ideas 
with us for programs, crafts, events, and volunteer 
opportunities that are of interest to you.  

 As spring blossomed during the months of 
April and May, we enjoyed the start of our evening 
dining. We hosted, for the first time at the senior 
center, the Bluegrass Gospel band “On Our way 
Home” and the “Voices of Tabernacle”, a commu-
nity based choir. Thank you to these folks who so 
freely gave of their time to please others.

 If you are one of the many who enjoy trav-
eling and taking group trips, be sure to contact 
our trip director, Bonnie Hill. Bonnie has already 
started this season in style with an overnight ad-
venture to Lancaster, Pa. Be sure to give a call for 
this year’s agenda, we fill up fast and it’s going to 
be lots of fun.

 With the month of June comes another new 
entertainer for this community,  Darryl Waterman, 
a comic and magician. We certainly plan to have 

lots of fun and laughs the evening of June 10th. 
Then be looking forward to the Office for Aging’s 
annual Senior Picnic and Funfest, held at Broome 
Community College, on June 23rd with entertain-
ment by Rich Wilson. Just give Eastern Broome a 
call for more details as the date approaches.

 In July, the center will host our annual craft 
fair with a “Christmas in July” theme. We are plan-
ning a fun day that also includes games, activities, 
prizes, and refreshments in addition to the vendors. 
Any questions just give us a call; let’s support all 
of our local crafters. There’s lots of talent in this 
community and some very reasonable prices.

 We hope you will take advantage of our nice 
variety of meal service options. Folks may enjoy 
the “walk-in” availability for breakfast and soup 
and sandwich bar. Breakfast is served twice per 
week, on Tuesday mornings from 8:00 - 9:30 a.m., 
and on Thursdays  from 10:30 a.m. - Noon. On 
Thursdays we also offer a nice selection of sand-
wich choices including our “Monte Cristo” and 
ham or turkey clubs, all served with hash browns. 
Each month we also offer a special in addition to 
our regular menu. Bring a friend and enjoy an af-
fordable meal; you may even save a little gas and 
time. All our regular daytime meals are a suggested 
contribution of $3.00 for those 60 and over, or a 
charge of $4.00 for all others. Our sandwich bar is 
served from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. on Wednes-
days and Fridays. Take-outs are available for sand-
wiches or a nice chef salad. Give us a call ahead 
and we could even have it ready for you. We do 
serve a hot lunch every Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Friday. These meals do need to be ordered 
by noon of the prior day. You could even order a 
week or two at a time. The monthly menu and ac-
tivity highlights are in your copy of the O.F.A.’s 
“Senior News”, in the center’s newsletter, or in the 
local town newspapers. 

We will continue to plan activities and pro-
grams throughout the summer and fall and just 
remember, if there’s a holiday or special occasion 
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to celebrate, check in with the center. We love 
fun and festivities and especially enjoy live mu-
sic performed by a variety of entertainers. Eastern 
Broome is looking forward to many events includ-
ing our open house, Friday July 23rd; our 10th an-
niversary Wednesday, October 20th; honoring our 
local veterans on Wednesday, November 3rd and 
many other activities such as AARP driver safety 
classes and evening dining. The center also offers 
some weekly classes or groups. The exercise class, 
“Senior Stretch”, meets every Tuesday morning 
from 8:45 - 9:30 a.m. Our “Crafter’s” group also 
gets together each Wednesday morning from 9:00 
a.m - 11:00 a.m., and our longest running class, 
“Acrylic Painting”, continues to meet on Thurs-
days also from 9:00-11:00 a.m. We are very fortu-
nate to have volunteers who contribute their time 
to lead the classes. “Thank you” just doesn’t seem 
adequate, but please know each and everyone is 
very much appreciated. And…thank you to our 
local youth for serving, entertaining, and offering 
your time and friendship, you are special. 

 The Eastern Broome Meals on Wheels pro-
gram office is located at Eastern Broome Senior 
Center in Harpursville. If you know of any indi-
vidual in the Harpursville/Windsor area who could 
benefit from having nutritious meals delivered to 
his/her home, please call 693-1566 for additional 
information. At present, we have 8 volunteer driv-
ers and 4 riders who deliver meals Monday through 
Friday to homebound folks in our communities. 
These clients cannot leave their homes for a variety 
of reasons and for many of these folks, our Meals 
on Wheels drivers and riders are the only people 
they see from week to week. Clients and drivers 
alike benefit from this daily visit. This program al-
lows these people to remain in their own homes 
when they no longer can prepare meals for them-
selves. Meals on Wheels is a wonderful program 
and we are fortunate to have this program offered 
in our area.

 The staff and seniors invite you to come by. 
The center is open Monday through Friday from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. If you need help with trans-
portation to the center, the B.C. Country Bus of-
fers service on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 
Perhaps you’ll want to leave some extra time for 
browsing in our gift shop. We are proud to offer a 
variety of handmade items for all occasions. The 
center is located at 27 Golden Lane, off Rt. 79 in 
Harpursville. Our number is 693-2069. We wish 
you a happy, healthy summer and fall. Hope to see 
you soon.

An Out of this World Tribute
In tribute to all who served and are serving in 

the Armed Forces, Col. Doug Wheelock, a NASA 
astronaut, will take into space with him, Lester 
Stone Jr.’s Vietnam War Medal of Honor.  Col. 
Wheelock is scheduled to launch this spring and 
serve six months in space as the Commander of 
the International Space Station.  Sgt. Stone was a 
Harpursville native and made the Town of Coles-
ville proud. Sgt. Stone was responsible for saving 
the lives of a number of his fellow soldiers. The 
medal will be returned to Mrs. Stone in March, 
2011.

Ida Knapp, Doris Stone, John Knapp , and Col. Doug Wheelock 
pose for a picture at the Medal of Honor Transfer Ceremony.
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Early photo of Nineveh taken from the east river road.  Note the 
two churches, Presbyterian at the left and the Methodist on the 
right.

The steel bridge built in 1902 spans the Susquehanna at Nineveh.

 Old Onaquaga Historical Society 

 by Fran Bromley

Nineveh is one of the oldest hamlets which 
make up the Town of Colesville.  My informa-
tion on its history is limited but it will share with 
you some of the facts I have unearthed.  A map 
of Nineveh in The Broome County Atlas of 1866 
shows about 25 private homes, 2 churches and 2 
parsonages, a cooper shop, a shoe shop, two stores, 
a post office, Dr. Guy’s home, W.H. Scott Hotel, 
Hotel Nichols, schoolhouse #23, a toll house, and 
the Hobbs Carriage Company.  Quite a busy little 
settlement.

I don’t know who first settled there or how its 
name was selected but it’s definitely taken from 
the Bible.  Early in the establishment of Nineveh, 
Hezekiah Stowell built the first saw mill, feed mill 
and planning mill on the banks of the Susquehanna 
River.  There has been a bridge at Nineveh as long 
as our history has been recorded.  In 1828 there was 
a toll house on the west side of the bridge which 
charged fees for crossing with a horse, a horse and 
wagon, each head of cattle, or persons on foot.  The 
bridge has always been important in the history of 
the Town of Colesville.

A new bridge was built across the Susquehan-
na in the same location at Nineveh in 1880 at a 
cost of $5,000.  The next metal bridge was built 
in 1902.  It was a single lane bridge with a six-ton 
limit.  After months of planning and proposals of 

changes to its location, the present two lane bridge 
was opened in 1981.

The Nineveh Public Library was the first char-
tered library in Broome County.  The first books for 
loan were kept at the home of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Bryden.  They were instrumental in organizing the 
first library in 1901.  Mrs. Bryden was the first li-
brarian at a salary of ten dollars a year.  The first 
library building was a 20 x 24 foot, shingled, build-
ing rented from the Hobbs brothers in 1911.  In 
1916 the building was given to the library by Susan 
Humphreys in memory of her daughter, Gertrude.  
Emma Brown made a generous donation for a new 
building which was erected in 1972.  The library is 
now supported by annual funding from the Town 
of Colesville.  With the aid of the Colesville Rotary 
Club and a grant from the RBM Foundation the 
library continues to grow with provisions for the 
age of computer technology.  The present librarian, 
Tracie Livermore, welcomes young and old to the 
pleasant atmosphere provided for its patrons.  

There were two churches in Nineveh in its 
early days.  The first Presbyterian meeting house 
was build by a loyal group of followers of Rev. Ira 
Smith in 1829.  They built it in one week, using 
the trees and other local materials.  The congrega-
tion of parishioners grew and in 1849 the present 
church was built.  The current pastor is Rev. Emrys 
Tyler.



   Town of Colesville News and Notes • Spring, 2010 • 11

Early photo of Nineveh Junction showing the Hotel at right.

A first Methodist Episcopal Church was built 
in Nineveh in 1855.  In 1900 Reuben Lovejoy, a 
Civil War veteran presented the church with a bell.  
When the new Methodist Episcopal Church was 
built in Harpursville, the bell was move to that bel-
fry where it still calls the congregants to worship.  
The old church in Nineveh was used for a number 
of things, including a movie theater in the 1930’s 
before it was demolished.  Note that both churches 
are visible in the photograph of Nineveh.  

As important as the bridge was to commerce 
and every day convenience to the inhabitants of 
Nineveh, it was the railroad which made it an im-
portant spot on the map.  The encyclopedia states 
that (original) Nineveh was an important junction 
for commercial routes crossing the Tigris River.  
Nineveh Junction is not part of the Town of Coles-
ville because it is in Chenango County, but its in-
fluence on commerce and transportation in our val-
ley is important.  

In the first half of the 19th century, the proposed 
route of the Erie R.R. was to pass through Nineveh.  
In anticipation of this a group of Otsego County 
speculators, called the Unadilla Company, bought 
up much of what is now Nineveh.  They had it sur-
veyed and laid out with streets and building lots.  
Ruggles Street paralleled Main Street, now Rt. 
7. Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Madison, and 
Jackson streets crossed at right angles.  The New 
York and Erie was incorporated on April 24, 1832, 

during the term of Andrew Jackson, so all of the 
U.S. Presidents up to that time were honored with 
street names.  

The final route of the Erie went further south on 
its way to Binghamton so the Unadilla Company 
disposed of its tract to Edwin Northrup who then 
transferred it to Wiley F. Scott.  The hoped for de-
velopment of the village did not occur.  Wiley Scott 
was the owner of a Hotel in Nineveh which was 
located at the west end of the bridge.  The Albany 
and Susquehanna became the Delaware and Hud-
son.  The Jefferson Branch came from Pennsyl-
vania through Windsor to Nineveh Station, which 
became Nineveh Junction.  Although the develop-
ment expected from the building of the Erie did 
not occur, the arrival of the other railroads brought 
a measure of prosperity to Nineveh.  The Nineveh 
Junction hotel still stands near the tracks to attest to 
its past and present history.  

 No story about Nineveh would be complete 
with a mention of the Hobbs Brothers Carriage 
Factory.  In the 1900’s, Hobbs was known over a 
wide area for its high class vehicles.  J. W. Hobbs 

Map of Nineveh from the Broome County Atlas 1866
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West Colesville Fire Company

by Mike Ballard, Chief 

The year 2010 will prove to be a very busy year 
for the West Colesville Fire Company.  As reported 
in the last newsletter, the company was prepar-
ing for an addition to the current station.  We are 
happy to report that construction has finally begun.   
Crews started the project on March 31st and weath-
er pending will have the 1st phase of the concrete 
work completed by the time this letter is published.  
The steel components were delivered the 3rd week 
of April with project completion sometime in the 
latter part of June.  There will be lots of work to 
do once the building is up.  The company will be 
doing much of the “utility” work ourselves.  This 
company is full of “tradesman” that we plan to take 
advantage of.  

We are still looking for anyone interested in 
joining an explorer post. This program requires at 
least 5 members to start and we need a few more 
to get it off the ground.  Members of the explorer 
program need to be at least 14 years old to join.  
Explorers learn the tricks of the trade by working 
side by side with experienced firefighters.  Please 
contact Chief Mike Ballard at 343-8045 or visit us 
any Tuesday evening.

Construction is beginning for the new addition to the West 
Colesville Fire Station.

brought his business from Delhi in 1844.  A highly 
skilled mechanic, Hobbs built the finest carriages 
in the Southern Tier and shipped them to all parts 
of the United States and to England.  The Hobbs 
Co. was located on what is now Rt. 7 just north of 
the bridge and had storage sheds across the street.  

 Today the Nineveh Country Store does a 
thriving business selling groceries and delicious 
“take-out” food.  The Enchanted Florist, owned by 
Steve and Sherrie Johnson, is located on the spot 
where The Tank and Tummy Diner and then the 
River Valley Inn were popular gathering spots.  Lo-
cals remember fondly the Saturday night Square 
dances which always filled the room with music 
and laughter.

Old Onaquagan Historical Society
Family Membership 
$10.00 per year
Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
Mail with your check to: 
O.O.H.S 
P.O Box 318, 
Harpursville, NY 13787
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The West Colesville Fire Company would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all of our residents 
for your continued support during the past several 
months.  The Fall and Spring turkey parties were 
a success and we look forward to seeing you at 
our annual Chicken BBQ on July 17th. Speaking 
of support, we are always looking for new mem-
bers.   Stop by the station on Colesville Road any 
Tuesday evening from 7 pm - 9pm. No experience 
necessary.   The Fire Company has added 2 new 
members to the family this year.  We welcome Jon 
Anderson.   Jon is a firefighter and an Advanced 
EMT.  We would also like to welcome Donna Cal-
lan.  Donna joins a group of ladies that we just 
can’t do without, OUR Auxiliary. 

Have a healthy and safe spring and summer 
season!    

The Harpursville Fire Department

by Pattie Buckler

The Harpursville Fire Department has elected
the following officers for the year 2010: 
LINE OFFICERS
Jeffrey Buckler - Chief
Mike Balles - 1st Assistant Chief
David Bird, Jr. - 2nd Assistant Chief
Jamie Van Abs - 3rd Assistant Chief
Kurtis Van Abs - 1st Captain
Denny Rowe, Jr. - 2nd Captain
Glenn Stevens - 1st Lieutenant
Eric Winsor - 2nd Lieutenant
Stephen Winsor - 3rd Lieutenant
The Harpursville Fire Department is proud to 

announce that Ed Fuller has volunteered in this 
department for 50 years.  Ron Buckler has been 
a member for 46 years.  Corky Rogers has been a 
member for 45 years.  Don Tyler has been a mem-
ber for 40 years.  These men truly represent what it 

means to be volunteers.    We appreciate and value 
their true dedication to our community.

We are always looking for individuals to join 
the volunteer fire service, “neighbors helping 
neighbors”. For anyone interested in volunteering 
there are a number of reasons to join:

• The satisfaction of helping others in your 
community especially when they are in need

• To gain experience and education in a wide 
variety of topics including - firefighting, emer-
gency medical services, hazardous materials, fire 
codes, sprinkler systems and alarm systems

• Meet and work with others in your commu-
nity, gain a sense of camaraderie with others by 
working together

• There is also a $200 income tax credit for vol-
unteers

Whatever your age or physical abilities there 
is something you can do at your local fire house to 
help out! While firefighters are needed, there are 
many other jobs where you could help:

• Fire police to provide traffic control at acci-
dents and other emergencies

• Drivers and pump operators are essential to 
all emergency operations 

• Support personnel at the scene to move hoses, 
get equipment, etc.

• EMS personnel are needed for both fire de-
partment med teams and ambulance squads

• Fire prevention teachers, people to help with 
truck maintenance and fire station maintenance are 
also needed.

• Help with fundraising and other fire company 
functions

If you are interested in joining, stop by our sta-
tion any Tuesday between 9 A.M. and 12:00 A.M. 
or Tuesday evening between 7:00 P.M. and 9:00 
P.M.
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Ouaquaga Fire Company
Chief:  Harry Cook                                                  

Assistant Chief:  Bill Major

Ah Spring, and a young man’s fancy turns to 
thoughts of – burning old brush piles?  OK, bad 
poetry, but a reasonable assumption, given the fact 
that every spring in New York brings out the would-
be arsonist is a lot of us.  Granted, the person set-
ting fire to that old pile of brush left over from last 
fall’s clean up is not intent on burning down his 
house, or his neighbor’s for that matter, but some-
times things just get out of hand, and the next thing 
you know there are all those big trucks with the 
flashing lights sitting next to your property and the 
folks wearing the funny looking clothes are scam-
pering all over the place trying to stomp out the 
flames that didn’t seem so intimidating just a few 
minutes ago.  So, how to keep all that from happen-
ing?  Don’t light that match!  Drag all that brush 
to the woods, or not having a convenient forest to 
stash your trash, chop it up with a rented chipper, 
take it to an inconspicuous spot and make it into 
a new chalet for rabbits – anything you can think 
of but setting it on fire.  Bad things just seem to 
happen all by themselves when you decide to burn 
down a brush pile; other things frequently seem to 
burn down along with them.  Imagine there’s this 
large bear wearing a ranger hat, staring at you with 
a disapproving glare any time you even think about 
burning brush.

The Ouaquaga Fire Company has chosen a new 
set of leaders for the 2010 year, and by the time 
you read this they’ve actually served almost half 
of their term.  Chief Harry Cook returns for an-
other term; Bill Major has stepped up as assistant 
chief, with Steve Dwyer and Jason Bronson taking 
over the duties of captain and lieutenant, respec-
tively.  Shamus McNally and Irv Soden will handle 
the captain and lieutenant’s positions as fire police.  
Steve Dwyer is the new president of the board of 

directors, with Ralph Hoyt and Shamus McNally 
waiting in the wings as vice presidents.  Les Clark 
and Bob Burrows are the treasurer and assistant 
treasurer, while Irv Soden remains as the secretary.  
Harry Cook acts as warden – whatever that func-
tion is.  Three new members have joined the ranks:  
Paul Lysko, Josh Covey and Josh Stoeckel are the 
rookies of the year, which means they get to roll a 
lot of hose after each training and alarm.

Last July the company held its first ever ice 
cream social, which proved to be an enormous suc-
cess; over one hundred people showed up at the 
station to enjoy a scoop of their favorite flavor, a 
cupcake, see the brand new pumper-tanker, and 
enjoy the company of others from the area – kinda 
makes you understand why they call it a ‘social’.  
It was such a great time that we’ll be doing it again 
this summer.  Be on the lookout for signs indicat-
ing the exact date.  We’ll have some more of our 
equipment on display.  We have a boat!  Betcha 
didn’t know that.  Come on down to the station and 
see our toys, have a bowl of ice cream and talk 
over some good times with your neighbors.  May-
be even take an application to the fire company?
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Who am I?
 

A poem written by Kinderhook Firefighter, Barry Knights

I am the one who comes to your home in the middle of the night when you call for me.

I am the one who responds to the car accident that you are involved in.

I am the one who faces the bitter cold at a storm related incident.

I am the one who braves the intense heat at a brush fire.

I am the one who searches for a child lost in the woods.

I am the one who performs CPR on you or your family.

I am the one who searches a pond for a missing person.

I am the one who rescues an animal from a frozen lake.

I am the one who goes into a burning building when all others are running out.

I am the one who trains constantly to save lives.

I am the one who is on duty seven days a week for you.

I am the one who visits your children’s schools to talk about safety. 

I am the one who you see every day but you don’t know my name.

I am the one who doesn’t get paid for my service.

I am the one who is proud of what I do for you and the area I live in.

I am the one who will give my life to save yours.

Do you know who I am?

I am a volunteer!

http://www.kinderhookfiredept.org/Who-am-I.htm
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COLESVILLE COMMUNITY 
PANTRY

by Kathy Merrill
 From March 1st – April 30th, the pantry col-

lected money and food to receive a share of the 
Feinstein Foundation. Harpursville Central School 
held a food drive and collected over 500 canned 
and dry food products. Each one counted as $1. 
Members of the community, the Harpursville 
United Methodist Women, and the Nineveh Pres-
byterian Church donated money towards the total 
share of the grant. The pantry would like to thank 
all those who donated their time to collect food and 
for the money donations.

      A Hunger Study was done locally by the 
Food Bank of the Southern Tier. Two Hundred and 
seventy-six Emergency Food Program participants 
were interviewed some from the Colesville Com-
munity Pantry. 54% have incomes that are below 
the poverty level. 33% include children below 
18. More than half (55%) had to choose between 
food for the family or paying bills. 41% own their 
homes. More than three quarters (77%) have a high 

school education or an equivalent. Nearly one-
third or 29% currently hold or have held manage-
rial or professional positions. With 1 out of 8 in the 
Southern Tier seeking food assistance, the face of 
hunger is changing.

     NO ONE SHOULD BE HUNGRY!! Please 
send your donations to the Colesville Community 
Pantry, PO Box 62, Harpursville, NY 13787. Help 
us to ensure that everyone in our community is 
food secure. If you know of someone who is need, 
please direct them to the food pantry located on 
King Road behind the Quickway on Route 79. 
The pantry days are the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of 
the month from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. and 4 p.m.-6 p.m. 
All residents of Colesville are eligible with proof 
of residency and each person who resides in the 
household. A Mobile Food Pantry sponsored by the 
Food Bank of the Southern Tier is held once a month 
on the 3rd Thursday of each month. EVERYONE 
is eligible to receive food. No requirements.

Nineveh Public Library

by Tracie Livermore
When was the last time you stopped by your 

local library? We have tons of great books for 
you! We also have four computers available for pa-
tron use. Our computers are linked to the Internet 
and can be used for research needs, sending emails, 
or just “surfing” the World Wide Web. 

The library is planning its summer reading 
program for kids aged Pre-K to 6th grade. This 
summer’s theme is “Make a Splash at Your Li-
brary!” Stop by to sign up! We also host a G.E.D. 
class on Thursday nights from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
for further information please call 639-2811.

Nineveh Library is a member of the Four Coun-
ty Library System  and offers an inter-library loan 
service, so if you’re in need of  a particular book, 
please request it and we will do our very best to get 
it for you.

Our hours are Monday through Thursday 12:30 
to 7:30, Friday 10:00 to 4:00, and Saturday 9:00 to 
3:00. We welcome volunteers and encourage pa-
tron suggestions. Feel free to give us a call with 
any questions or concerns at 693-1858.
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Colesville Volunteer 
Ambulance Service, Inc.

   $5.00 Corporate Family Membership 
   $3.00 Corporate Single Membership
   Donation of _____________

Name___________________________
Address_________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Send to: 
Colesville Ambulance Service, Inc.
Box 62
Harpursville, NY 13787
Attention:Leon Miller

COLESVILLE VOLUNTEER 
AMBULANCE SERVICE, INC.

by Kathy Merrill

     Do you know who the people are that come to 
your home during an emergency? They are moth-
ers and fathers, husbands and wives, school bus 
drivers, truck drivers, retired construction workers, 
retired farmers, town employees, machinists…….
all volunteers. These people have devoted hours of 
their time going to classes to learn how to care for 
the community during an emergency. 

     Not only do they tirelessly take care of the 
people of our community but they host the pre-
K and Headstart children. They show them what 
the ambulance is like inside so if they ever have 
to ride in an ambulance, they will not be afraid of 
all the equipment or the squad members who will 
treat them. They stand by at all the football games 
and attend the Square Deal Motorcycle races in 
the summer and fall. The squad members organize 
the community Halloween party each year. Some 

squad members volunteer at the Mobile Food Pan-
try to serve those in need of food. Leading the 
parades on Memorial Day, Supercelebration and 
Homecoming is always an honor for the squad.

     Do you have the time to serve your commu-
nity? EMT’s are always needed as well as drivers. 
Call 693-1425 and talk to Captain Charles Lamp-
man about volunteering for the ambulance squad. 
Become a vital part of this volunteer organization.
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Please check one of the following: 

The address it was sent to was incorrect.
The name(s) on the address label is incor-
rect.
I want to receive the newsletter at the 
following address.
I want to be removed from the 
newsletter mailing list.

Name:_______________________________
____________________________________
Address:_____________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Newsletter Copies

If you are reading this newsletter and  re-
side in the Town and did not receive a 
copy via mail and would like to be added 
to future mailings or would like to be tak-
en off our mailing list,  please call 693-
1174 or complete and return the form to:

     Tomi Stewart Town Clerk
     P.O. Box 27
     Harpursville, N Y 13787

Town Clerk Notes and Reminders

by Tomi Stewart Town Clerk

If you have not returned your 2010 census 
questionnaire, please do so. 

If your not for profit organization is having a 
fund raising event and you would like your infor-
mation posted on the Town of Colesville web-site, 
please contact me at   colesvilleclerk@echoes.net 
or 693-1174. 

The Animal Aid & Relief Foundation (AARF) 
and the Broome County Health Department will be 
sponsoring a rabies clinic on Wednesday, June 9, 
from 6 to 7 pm. The clinic will be held at the Town 
of Colesville Highway Department.

Dogs, Cats, Ferrets - Protect Your Animals! 
Pets need to be at least 3 months old to receive 
a vaccination. All pets must be restrained by the 
owner or responsible adult.

If your pet has had a previous Rabies Vaccina-
tion, bring the certificate with you so that your pet 
may receive a three year vaccination. Without the 
certificate, your pet will receive a one-year vaccina-
tion. A $5.00 donation requested but not required.

All pets will be vaccinated regardless of ability 
to donate. If you have any questions, contact the 
Broome County Health Department at 778-2887 or 

Dog Control Officer Michael Rhodes 693-1486 or 
Town Clerk Tomi Stewart at 693-1174. 

Broome County Clerk Rick Blythe will be in 
hosting a Passport Fair on Friday, June 25th, from 
3 to 6:00 pm. The Fair will be held at the Colesville 
Town Hall 780 Welton Street, Harpursville. Pass-
port application forms will be available before the 
fair and also during the fair; photos will be taken 
on site.  Applicants need to bring their birth certifi-
cate with a raised seal and a photo ID for identifica-
tion purposes. For additional information please go 
to http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.
html or please feel free to contact Broome County 
Clerk Rick Blythe 778-2451 or Town Clerk Tomi 
Stewart at 693-1174. 
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Colesville Volunteer Ambulance Service......693-3379
P.O. Box 62, Harpursville, N Y 13787   
Business Meeting: 1st Wednesday of each month at 8:00  pm
Trainings: 2nd Wednesday and 4th Thursday each month at 
7:00 pm

Colesville Fire District #1...............................693-1454
P.O. Box 245, Harpursville, N Y 13787    
Business Meeting: 1st Monday of each month

Colesville – Windsor Fire District #2............655-1913
P.O. Box  5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting 2nd Sunday, 7:00 pm, Ouaquaga Fire Co.

Ouaquaga Fire Company...............................655-1913
P.O. Box 5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting: 3rd Thursday, 8:00 pm, Ouaquaga 
Fire Co.

MEETING DATES TO REMEMBER

EMERGENCY SERVICES CALENDAR

Colesville Fire Protection District #3:

Harpursville Fire Department ......................693-1454
P.O. Box 98, Harpursville, NY 13787
Business Meeting: 2nd Thursday of each month
Trainings: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm.

Sanitaria Springs Fire Company...................648-2332
811 NY Rte7, Port Crane, N Y 13833,   
Business meeting:1st Monday of each month
Trainings: other Mondays at 7:00 pm

West Colesville Fire Company.......................693-1001
1305 Colesville Rd. Binghamton, NY 13905  
Business meetings: 2nd Tuesday of each month, 8:00 pm
Training: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm

Town Board Meeting: 1st Thursday, 7:30 pm, Town Hall

Planning Board: 2nd Wednesday, 7:30 pm, Town Hall

Zoning Board of Appeals: 3rd Thursday, 7:30 pm, Town Hall

American Legion: 2nd Tuesday, 7:00 pm, American Legion

American Legion Auxiliary: 1st Tuesday, 7:00 pm,  American Legion

Sons of American Legion: 3rd Thursday, 7:00 pm, American Legion

Colesville Historian Advisory Committee: 2nd Monday, 7:30 pm, Town Hall

Colesville Youth Commission: 3rd Wednesday, 7:00 pm, Town Hall

Eastern Broome Nutrition Center: Monday – Friday, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm, Senior Center

Harpursville Board of Education: 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:00 pm, Elementary School

Harpursville Youth Baseball: 2nd Sunday, 7:00 pm, American Legion

Harpursville Youth Civic Association, Inc.: 1st Monday, 7:00pm, American Legion

Nineveh Public Library Board Meetings: 2nd Monday,  7: 30 pm, on alternate months

Old Ouaquaga Historical Society, 3rd Monday, 7:30 pm, St. Luke’s Museum



The Town of Colesville Newsletter is published twice a year: Spring and Fall. 
This  is our 43rd edition. If you have any questions or suggestions,  

please contact the editors, Margaret Wicks or Ed Mosher. 
Special thanks to Eastern Broome Senior Center for  putting  it together.
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TOWN OF COLESVILLE 
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Harpursville, N Y 13787
www.townofcolesville.org

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

DIRECTORY

Supervisor, Ed Mosher................................693-1794 (Office) 
P.O. Box 421, Harpursville, NY 13787       693-1647 (Home) 
colesvillesupervisor@echoes.net

Town Clerk, Tomi Stewart........................................693-1174
P.O. Box 27,  Harpursville, NY 13787
www.townofcolesville.org  
colesvilleclerk@echoes.net

Town Council
Margaret Wicks, Deputy Supervisor..........................693-2367 
Glenn Winsor.............................................................693-2582 
Michael Olin..............................................................655-2351
Stephen Flagg............................................................725-7160

Highway Superintendent Robert Young.................693-1171
789 Welton Street, Harpursville, NY 13787  
robertyn6@aol.com

Enforcement Officer, Brad McAvoy........................693-1795
P.O. Box 27, Harpursville, NY 13787    
colesvilleenforcement@echoes.net

Dog Control Office, Michael Rhodes.......................693-1486

Town Justice..............................................................693-1172
P.O. Box 166, Harpursville, NY 13787  
colesvillejustice@echoes.net 
Robin Kratz         Court Clerk             
Paul Powell        Town Justice   

Assessors....................................................................693-1661
P.O. Box 27,  Harpursville, NY 13787               
colesvilleassessor@echoes.net
Ron Young –Chairman 
Bob DeMarmels 
Jim VanWoert  

Town Historian, Val LaClair.....................................648-8341

Nineveh Public Library, Tracie Livermore.............693-1858

Senior Center ...........................................................693-2069
33 Golden Lane, Harpursville 

Broome County Sheriff............................................778-1911

State Police................................................................775-1241

 


