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News From Your Highway Department 
Clean up days are scheduled for May 20th and 

21st 2016; from 8 am until 1:30 pm at the Coles-
ville Highway Department. Acceptable Items in-
clude: white goods, scrap metal, sofas, chairs, 
mattresses, carpets, electronics and material from 
illegal dump sites and similar items. 

NO construction debris (sheet rock, vinyl sid-
ing, construction lumber, and roofing material), 
NO yard waste or household garbage. 

Cost for tires: car and light truck - $2.00, large 
truck - $5.00 and tractor tires - $10.00.

 This collection is for Town of Colesville resi-
dents, please be prepared to show identification.

Please be extra careful as the Highway Depart-
ment repairs our local roads for safe travels through 
our community. Thank you for your patience and 
understanding while we do our best to repair the 
roads.

Due to the mild winter we were able to focus 
on cutting brush along the road sides and now that 
spring is here we will be busy cleaning ditches. 

During the month of April, using the pow-
er broom we swept the dust from the roads and 
cleaned the intersections.  

Our main priorities this summer will be to work 
on roads that are scheduled to be oiled and stoned, 
and any area that may become a safety hazard.

If you have any questions, please do not hesi-
tate to contact Jim Bulger Colesville Highway Su-
perintendent at 693-1171.

On behalf of the Highway Department, we 
wish you a safe and enjoyable summer.

Harpursville Center School District 
Alumni Assoc.

by June (Clark) Tarsia- President

Hope everyone had a good winter. It sure was 
mild.

Larry Huggins joined the board this year. He is 
a member of the class of 1966.

We are currently working on the annual lun-
cheon. It will be June 4, 2016 at the High School.

We are very pleased that the attendance keeps 

increasing every year.  Remember the luncheon 
is always held on the first Saturday of June every 
year.

This year the HCSD Alumni Assoc. will be at 
the Super Celebration. Stop by and visit with the 
board members. We will be selling the daily lottery 
tickets for the month of August. So, while you are 
visiting, buy a ticket and support our Scholarship 
Fund. It is greatly appreciated.

Any questions please contact me at junetar-
sia@yahoo.com or call me at 693-2357.

Have a great summer.



2 • Town of Colesville News and Notes • Spring, 2016

“LEST WE FORGET”

Our purpose has been to remember the work 
Erwin Kahn did for our Town (and beyond) and to 
honor his memory with this scholarship.  The re-
search he did, the records he left, are almost unbe-
lievable.  There are notebooks documenting many 
cemeteries in our Town, especially those that are 
abandoned.  They include photos, names and loca-
tions of all those buried there, with stories about 
many of the people.  These materials (and more) 
are available to be seen and studied by the public 
(YOU) in the Town Historians’ office located in the 
back of the Town Hall, near our historic Doraville 
Schoolhouse.  

Now it is time to remember to contribute to the 
second annual Erwin Kahn Memorial Scholarship, 

Nineveh Public Library
The Nineveh Public Library is welcoming 

Spring with new books for all ages.  We have in 
our collection new Best Sellers with authors like: 
David Baldacci, Michael Connelly, Danielle Steel, 
James Patterson and many more. New children’s 
titles include early readers featuring Disney char-
acters; Frozen, Cars, princesses and many more.

New non-fiction for children features animals, 
machines and vehicles, outdoor activities and ca-
reers.  We also have Minecraft books for boys.

 We will have our annual puppet show on 
May 31, at the WA Olmsted Elementary, featuring 
Bruce Weaver.  This is our kickoff for our summer 
reading program. This year’s theme is On Your 
Mark, Get Set, Read.

The show has been a big success in getting our 
students interested in reading over the summer.  
Our program features crafts, activities, and set-
ting reading goals for the summer.  One program 
will have a pop up read sponsored by Harpursville 
Head Start. We will have a surprise reader and each 
child attending may receive a book.

We hope to see community members join us for 
more than reading. We have computers and WiFi 
available for public use. Copy and fax services are 
available for a small fee.  We also have a Facebook 
page and are working on a new website. 

We have been busy updating the look of our 
library. New desks, cabinets and a beautiful win-
dow overlooking our reading garden have made 
our library a beautiful place to be. We are looking 
forward to seeing you at the new Nineveh Public 
Library.

Our hours are Monday through Thursday 12:30 
pm to 7:30 pm, and Friday and Saturday 9:00 am 
to 3:00 pm, our number to contact us is 693-1858, 
fax number 693-1358. Please call us for more in-
formation.

to be awarded to a graduating senior at HCSD. 
June 2016. Checks may be made payable to “Har-
pursville Central School” with “E. Kahn Memori-
al” on the memo line.  Please mail to HCS Att.: Jill 
Andrews, Harpursville, NY 13787.  Monies need 
to be mailed by May 31st, 2016 or may be contrib-
uted at the Alumni luncheon on Saturday, June 4th 
at the High School. 

A School personnel selects a student who is go-
ing to college to study “history and or languages” 
and who works “with diligence”. Last year a schol-
arship in the amount of $300.00 was presented to 
Miranda Congdon.  Miranda was one of the top 
students in her 2015 senior class and is now a stu-
dent at SUNY Oswego.
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The American Legion Post 1596

Ronald O. Buckler, Adjutant

We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank our residents who have supported our Bin-
go Games on Sundays. THANK YOU!! This is 
our major fund raising during the winter months, 
to pay our operating expenses and to support our 
youth organizations that we sponsor. If you were 
unaware of our Bingo Games, they are played each 
Sunday at 1 P.M. Our doors open at 11:00 A.M. 
so you can make your purchases and find yourself 
a comfortable seat. We are receiving players from 
our surrounding areas and we welcome them for 
joining us on Sundays. Please come and join us in 
a game of Bingo!!

The two main events happening at our Post 
Home this summer is our Memorial Day ceremo-
nies and Colesville Super Celebration. Our Memo-
rial Day will begin at the Post Home at 6 A.M. This 
year Memorial Day is being observed on Monday, 
May 30th 2016. At 7 A.M. our Flag lowering cer-
emonies will take place at our Sergeant Lester R. 
Stone Jr. War Memorial, then continue to the cen-
ter of town for a Flag lowering ceremony and then 

on to the cemeteries where services will be held. 
A parade will be held in West Colesville, starting 
time is 9 A.M. at the West Colesville Fire station. 
The parade at Harpursville will form at 10:30 A.M. 
and start promptly at 11:00 A.M. from the Har-
pursville Central School Campus. There will be 2 
ceremonies at the  HCS campus, then continue on 
to Main Street to the Belden Brook bridge where 
ceremonies will be conducted, then to the center 
of town for a short Memorial Day service. Then 
the parade will continue to The American Legion 
Post at Welton Street where Post Everlasting and 
Memorial Day ceremonies to be conducted for our 
departed comrades at The Sergeant Lester R. Stone 
Jr. War Memorial. We will also conduct a service 
for any veteran from our town that has passed on 
in the past year. The major reason for the Memo-
rial Day Services to be held at our War Memorial is 
because of the growing traffic hazards in the center 
of town. By having the main services at The Amer-
ican Legion Post will insure safety for everyone. 
Stay around and enjoy our chicken barbecue spon-
sored by The American Legion Post 1596.

The Super Celebration will be held on July 8th 
& 9th, 2016. A parade will start the festivities and 
end at the Gazebo Commons and The American 
Legion grounds. On the July 9th 2016 will be a 
day filled with events from many food vendors, 
games or just visiting with neighbors and friends. 
A chicken barbeque will be sponsored by The Sons 
of The American Legion Squadron 1596. Come 
one, come all and enjoy the day.

The American Legion Post 1596 of Harpurs-
ville is an organization made up of military veter-
ans that have served their country proudly. We find 
ourselves short of having younger veterans joining 
our ranks to carry on the tradition of volunteer-
ing in our community. We support our local youth 
groups and have chartered The Boy Scouts since 
1946. Our Harpursville Youth Baseball League 
fields were built in 1985 on The American Legion 
grounds.
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NEWS FROM
OUAQUAGA FIRE CO.

by Gil Senger Secretary

Windsor-Colesville Fire District election 
results for Board of Fire Commissioners:

R. Ahner Elected to 5-year term
J. Clark Elected to 1-year term to fill unexpired 
term
G. Senger Elected to 3-year term of Treasurer
At the January 4, 2016 meeting, J. Clark was ap-
pointed Chairman and G. Senger was appointed 
Secretary.    

The Board consists of:
J. Clark – Chairman; E. Paugh - Vice Chairman; 
G. Senger - Treasurer & Secretary; R. Ahner, A. 
Cheeseman, and R. Cheeseman - Board Members.

All Board meetings are open to the public and 
are held at the Fire Station the second Monday of 
each month at 7:30 PM.

Ouaquaga Fire Company Line
Officers Election results:

A. Smith -- Chief
S. McNally Sr. -- Assistant Chief
W. Major -- Captain Fire Co.
J. Clark -- Lieutenant Fire Co.
G. Senger -- Captain Fire Police
S. McNally Jr. -- Lieutenant Fire Police
Ouaquaga Fire Company Officers:
J. Xancada – President
H. Cook – Vice President
J. Clark – Treasurer
R. Burrows – Assistant Treasurer
G. Senger -- Secretary
W. Major – Warden
T. Smith – Director
The Fire Company business meetings are held 

at the Fire Station on the 3rd Monday of each 
month at 7:30 PM.  Fire Company training is held 
at the Fire Station every Tuesday at 7:30 PM.  Any 

member of the community over the age of 16 in-
terested in learning about the benefits of Fire Com-
pany membership are encouraged to stop by on any 
Tuesday at our training session.

UP COMING EVENTS:
April 23—New York State Volunteer Re-
cruitment Day – Open House at the Fire 
Station Noon to 3 PM.  Stop by and check 
out the equipment that will come to your 
aide when you most need us.
June 25 & 26 – (NY Faerie Fest Weekend) 
Breakfast at the Fire Station from 8 AM to 
11 AM

During 2015 your Fire Company responded to 
a total of 52 calls for help.  These calls consisted 
of:  auto accidents; brush fires; structure fires; river 
rescues; trees down in roadways; EMT/Medical 
aide; and mutual aide to neighboring Fire Compa-
nies.  For the first 2 months of 2016 we have re-
sponded to 15 calls for help.  

So, that’s what’s been happening here in the 
community of Ouaquaga, we are neighbors help-
ing neighbors and we can use all the help we can 
get.  So come on down and check us out and join 
in on the fun!

In closing I want to publicly thank Irv Soden 
for the many years he has served our community as 
firefighter/EMT; Fire chief; mentor and contributor 
to this column.  Irv and his wife have moved on to 
a new chapter in their lives and we wish them well 
in their new home.  The Ouaquaga community will 
surely miss their presence.  They have left such a 
big void to fill.  I hope I can maintain the high stan-
dard Irv has set.
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Harpursville Fire Department News 

Jeff Buckler – Chief 

As we begin the new year, all of the fire depart-
ments in the town are excited to inform you that we 
have several new members that have joined, creat-
ing the need for the first-ever town wide “Recruit 
Class”. This class is a collaborative effort between 
all 4 fire departments that teaches the new mem-
bers both the very basic skills associated to fire and 
rescue services, while also covering the mandated 
OSHA training.

The Harpursville Fire Department would like 
to recognize the following new recruits that have 
joined our department:

Timmy Hoover
Thomas Fargo, Jr.

Anastasia Regalbuto
Craig Schnurbusch

Dougles Young

During the past year, our officers and members 
have been quite busy conducting pre-incident plan-

ning for many commercial buildings in our district 
as well as for the Norfolk Southern Railway. These 
plans can become quite complex with the neces-
sary information needed during an emergency. 

We also coordinated our pump, hose, and lad-
der testing enabling us to have competitive pric-
ing for the fire departments in the town. These tests 
while currently voluntary, help potentially reduce 
liability in the event of a failure during an emer-
gency and/or training session. 

We were recently inspected by the Insurance 
Services Office and they are working on lower-
ing the insurance classification for the entire town, 
which is another good reason to complete this test-
ing at regular intervals. While it is unclear how 
much this classification change will affect home-
owner’s fire insurance rates, it is a step in the right 
direction!  
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Sanitaria Springs Fire Co. 

by Jason T. Fletcher 3rd Assistant Chief

Sanitaria Springs Fire Co. Inc is currently in 
its 70th year of service to the community, Town 
of Colesville and surrounding area. We enjoy what 
we do, but it wouldn’t be possible without the help 
and support of the towns people and businesses. 
When possible, we try to return the support by 
buying items and services from within the town 
and county.

Of course, our biggest expense is our equip-
ment, be it trucks or our gear. We have has a lot of 
help with both since the last newsletter.

I’ll start off with our engine; the trucks main 
job is to pump water. The Mack Engine we had 
for a few years, a gift form The Terry Ferrel Fund, 
needed pump repairs that would cost upwards 
of $20,000. Many options were discussed by the 
Board and Company members.  To keep the story 
short, our insurance company gave us $11,000. to-
wards the needed repairs. We were also looking for 
a replacement truck to last a few years, until we 
were able to replace it with a new one, designed 
by us to fit our needs. We were able to locate one. 
Skaneateles Fire Dept. had one listed for $28, 000. 
, but they were willing to negotiate. We offered 
them the $11, 000. the insurance co gave us. Our 
offer was accepted, hesitantly, by those present, but 
they would need to bring the issue to their mem-
bership. The Skaneateles members rejected our of-

fer, and would accept no more than $5,500. We are 
now the proud owner of a yellow 1990 American 
Eagle Fire Engine that has been serviced, and has 
already responded to multiple incidents. (The cab 
of our Mack is for sale. Contact Asst. Chief Joe 
LaClair @ 607-624-1569)

A HUGE thank you goes out to the Skaneateles 
Fire Department!!

We have acquired 10 full sets of turn-out gear 
through the Assistance to Firefighters Grant. We 
applied for the grant along with other fire co’s in 
the town. Chief Jeff Buckler of Harpursville was 
the lead man on this. Much thanks to him for all of 
his time and effort. With this grant, we have to cov-
er 10% of the cost, but that is still a huge savings 
to all involved. To go with the new gear and the air 
pack from the last round of the grant we purchased 
some bail out systems, a last resort of escape from 
inside a building if necessary.

Still on the subject of grants, Sanitaria Springs 
has a brand new floor in our hall, thanks to the Ti-
tus Fund Grant. The cost was 100% covered.  The 
new floor goes well with the remodeled bathrooms, 
which were done through an earlier round of the 
Titus Fund Grant- work done by Upstate Service 
Solutions.

New gutters, additional roof snow breaks, gut-
ters and a small building over our back up genera-
tor were installed by Upstate Service Solutions, 
paid for through a grant from RBM Foundation.  
Again, no cost to you, the taxpayers.

We continue to do fund raisers to bring in as 
much money as possible. These include the post 
cards that were mailed out to local residents, spa-
ghetti dinners, ham and turkey raffles, and the an-
nual BBQ. This years will be held on June 4, 2016.

At our January spaghetti dinner, we were 
touched to have someone come to thank and con-
gratulate us for what we do, and what we did for 
her at the scene of an accident.

For those that don’t know, we have an ATV 
and a side by side UTV, and a trailer to transport 
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them. The UTV is now all lettered, thanks to M.R. 
Graphics of Afton, who also did the “new” truck. 
(to change Skaneateles to Sanitaria Springs and put 
on additional reflective material) and emergency 
lights. The ATV and UTV have and will be used 
for brush fires, and rescues.

I am sure that most of you have seen our new 
sign out front, much better looking than the old 
one, and is also backlit, with a dusk to dawn eye, 
to keep electrical costs down. This sign was pur-
chased at a big discount from Matzo Signs of Bing-
hamton, NY. Keep watching for updated events, 
and safety reminders.

Dart’s Auto has also given us discounted rates 
on work done to our trucks, completed some in-
spections and given some free automotive advice.

Our call volume has been kept low so far this 
year, due mainly to the mild winter, all but the 
commercial snow plowers and snowmobilers are 
enjoying. We have assisted other fire companies 
when called upon. The two most recent were a 
house fire and a barn fire. 

 We, along with other mutual aid companies as-
sisted Port Crane Fire at a house fire. Vehicles and 

the garage were lost, but the house is salvageable.
We were also called to assist Afton Fire, as 

were many others, on the scene of a barn fire. Our 
engine was assigned to supply water from  a hy-
drant at Perch Pond to the tanker trucks that trans-
ported to water to the fire scene, including ours. A 
major task on that chilly day, with snow and ice 
covered roads, with rain falling and a steady breeze 
blowing.

We ask that you always remain safety con-
scious. Keep chimneys clean. The cold isn’t over 
yet. Keep fresh batteries in your smoke alarms. 
They save lives!!! Change them when you set 
clocks ahead and back for daylight savings. If you 
are in need of smoke alarms, PLEASE contact us. 
We will provide them.

Just like any other volunteer organization, we 
are in need of new members. We can have a job for 
everyone. Willingness to go into a burning build-
ing is helpful, but not a requirement. There is much 
to do besides the actual fire fighting. We are here 
Monday evenings. Stop in and see us, whether to 
join, or just check us out and get to know us better.
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Colesville Historian

lac49rings@aol.com • Val LaClair

We sure made history with the record breaking 
temperatures this winter. I want to thank Ruth Gu-
ley for the items from Bob that she donated. Please 
remember if anyone has items that you no longer 
want, that pertain to local history, especially pic-
tures, donate them.

The 2016 calendars are almost sold out. There 
are only a few left at the Colesville Town Hall and 
Eastern Broome Senior Center. The cost is $6.00. 
The Historic Marker honoring Robert Harpur is 
installed at the entrance of Riverview Cemetery. 
Thank you to the Titus Fund for the monies to 
make this possible and the Riverview Cemetery 
Association for installing it. It is a great tribute to 
one of our famous founders of this area. There will 
be a container attached to the pole with a pamphlet 
with more information about Robert Harpur.

We are working on funding for a Historic 
Marker for the Doraville School. The great sign by 
Johnny Hart identifies the location of the school 
and the marker would give more information to 
get people’s interest. There would also be a con-
tainer attached to the pole for a pamphlet about the 
school. Another of our projects is fixing the broken 
and fallen gravestones in our abandoned cemeter-
ies. We were granted some funds toward this proj-
ect by the RBM Foundation. There have also been 
volunteers working on repairs and “house clean-
ing” in the cemeteries, with some help from people 
whose descendants are buried there. Special thanks 
to Pat Dalpiaz and Doug Rhodes for overseeing 
this project. How very fortunate we are that our 
town keeps these cemeteries mowed.

Work on cleaning the area next to the Doraville 
School is shaping up. It already looks better and 
will be a nice addition as a little park in the near 
future. Gary Cower made a “Town Historian” sign 

that will be put on the Historian’s office in back 
of the Town Hall. It matches the signs for the oth-
er town titles that are next to the town building. 
Thanks Gary for a beautiful job.

The Colesville Summer Concert Series are 
in the works so check on the Colesville web site, 
Colesville Town Hall, Eastern Broome Senior 
Center or some of the local businesses for a list of 
groups performing. The concerts are held in July 
and August on Sundays from 6:30 to 8:00 at the ga-
zebo, located next to the Town Hall, with refresh-
ments available from local nonprofit groups. In 
case of rain the concerts are held in the Colesville 
Ambulance Building on King Road, off RT 79, in 
back of the gas station. The pamphlets that we had 
with a few of the local things to see and do are be-
ing replaced with much more information. From a 
suggestion by the town board, Jan McKnight has 
collected a listing of events that happen each year 
by the Colesville organizations, churches, youth 
groups, etc., also local places of interest, which 
will be printed in a pamphlet along with a map. 
This will also have a short history of Colesville. 
Look for them around the area soon.

Our annual bake sale will be held again this 
year in front of the Harpursville Methodist Church 
on Memorial Day, Monday, May 30, from 10:00 
to 1:00. We have some wonderful bakers, so come 
and check it out .Also baked goods are welcome. 
The Doraville School will be open on Memorial 
Day, Monday, May 30 from 10 to 12:00 and on 
Super Celebration Day, Saturday July 9 from 12 to 
3:00. Appointments to visit the Doraville School 
can be made by calling Rex Cole at 648-6959. 
When I first became the town historian we had fun 
printing the Doraville Cookbook. There are just a 
few copies left. It is time to do Doraville Cookbook 
Edition II. We are now collecting recipes for Edi-
tion II and there are forms at the Colesville Town 
Hall and at the Eastern Broome Senior Center, or 
you can just print them up and drop them off there 
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or mail them to me, Val LaClair, 33 Porter Hollow 
Rd, Port Crane, NY 13833. Submit as many as you 
wish because the more we get the nicer the book 
will be. The deadline to submit is June 15, 2016. 

The Town of Colesville Historian’s Advisory 
Committee meetings are held on the second Mon-
day of the month from March thru November at 
7:00 pm at the Colesville Town Hall. It starts with 
a short business meeting followed by a program 
pertaining to history. There are no dues. Everyone 
is welcome. You can attend one meeting or all of 
them. Call me with any questions at 648-8341.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF
THE DORAVILLE SCHOOL 

As compiled by Rexford Cole, October 1994

The Doraville Schoolhouse was built about 
1830 and was used as a schoolhouse for 110 years. 
In1939, the Doraville school district centralized 
with Harpursville Central School, and the building 
thereafter ceased to be a school. For a while the 
building was used as a community clubhouse for 
meetings, suppers, and wedding receptions. It was 
used as a polling place until 1987, but after that 
year the residents went to Harpursville to vote. The 
old building began to need repairs, but resident tax-
payers did not want the added expense to repair it.

At this time, a committee of interested people 
was recruited by the Town Historian, Minerva 
Flagg, to see if the schoolhouse could be restored 
and saved. It was, after all, the last remaining one-
room schoolhouse in the Town of Colesville. Oth-
ers had fallen down, burned, or been converted to 
other uses. The community response was over-
whelming. Money flowed through donations and 
numerous fund-raisers. Johnny Hart, local citizen 
and well-known cartoonist, provided the logo for 
the campaign to “Save the Doraville Schoolhouse”. 

In 1993, the Doraville Schoolhouse was moved, 
in two sections, from its original site to its present 
location behind the Colesville Town Hall, in Har-

pursville. The distance was three and one half miles. 
It was here placed on piers set by the Harpursville 
Rotary Club. From that point, the old schoolhouse 
began to reappear under the direction of Restora-
tion Chairman, Donald Olin, and his dedicated 
crew of volunteers. The goal set by the committee 
was to restore the building to what it was in the 
mid 1800’s. All foundation stones, including the 
two large flag-stones on the porch landing, were 
moved from the original site and used. Many of the 
original hand-made bricks were used to rebuild the 
chimney. The windows were taken apart, and some 
of the original glass was preserved. Two of the 
original blackboards were uncovered. (These were 
simply boards painted black; more recent schools 
used slate “blackboards”). The outline of the teach-
er’s platform was visible on the old floor, so a new 
platform was rebuilt on the same location. Similar 
outlines appeared on the floor where the boys and 
girls entrances were; new entry ways were built on 
them. The Colesville treasure stands restored today 
as a result of a large community effort. Over 1800 
hours of volunteer labor went into this project, and 
volunteer labor continues for its maintenance. And, 
proudly, no taxpayer money was used in the resto-
ration project.

Our schoolhouse has received recognition from 
beyond the local community too. The Preservation 
Society of the Southern Tier gave its distinguished 
P.A.S.T. award for its authentic restoration to us 
in 1994. Over a thousand people have visited the 
schoolhouse since its restoration, and programs are 
presented to show what school was like a hundred 
years ago. We are proud of our Colesville heritage 
and are trying to keep it alive.
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Old Onaquaga Historical Society

by Eileen Ruggieri

Celebrating 50 Years
 

2015 was a special year for us as we commem-
orated the 50th anniversary of the formation and 
chartering of the historical society and the 45 years 
the chapter has been caring for historic St. Luke’s 
Church & Local History Museum in Harpursville. 
On October 18 of last year we held our annual St. 
Luke’s Day of Thanksgiving celebration, continu-
ing a tradition started back on October 18, 1970, 
when then President Leone Jacob was officially 
given the deed to the church.

Here is an excerpt from an article that appeared 
in the Press & Sun Bulletin on Sunday, July 30, 
1978, on how the Old Onaquaga Historical Society 
succeeded in creating a unique local history muse-
um at the same time it saved a beautiful old church.

“On Sunday, Oct. 18, 1970, the sanctuary of St. 
Luke’s was filled with people. Extra chairs were 
put up and latecomers were squeezed into the old 
choir loft. In a non-denominational service spon-
sored by the Old Onaquaga Historical Society, they 
were celebrating St. Luke’s Day. They were also 
celebrating the dedication of their museum.

“The Jacobs, the Prentices, the Hagelburgs, 
Anne Herbert, the Winsors, the Jones—they were 
all there. Virginia Burdick, a local organist, played 

An interior view of historic St. Luke’s Church & Museum—the oldest church in Broome County still open to the public. This photo was 
taken by historian Roger Luther and appears on the back cover of his book “Expressions of Faith”.
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an old-fashioned reed organ that was donated by 
the United Methodist Church of Ouaquaga. The 
Rev. Charles (Pete) Speer, a former rector of St. 
Luke’s went to the pulpit and delivered a short talk 
exhorting his audience to find joy and satisfac-
tion in life by acting instead of reacting. And then, 
representing the Central New York Diocese of the 
Episcopal Church, he turned to Leone Jacob and 
formally presented her with the deed to St. Luke’s 
Church

“Some of the people who were there that night 
say she almost cried. Others say she did cry. But 
she accepted the deed on behalf of the historical 
society. And she thanked the diocese for their ap-
proval and cooperation.  Then Rev. Speer read a 
letter from the bishop saying that he was ‘praying 
for continued blessing on the community through 
the use of the building’. And Edwin Crawford, then 

the county executive, spoke and praised the soci-
ety for developing ‘a museum of local history—the 
only one of its kind in the Southern Tier’.

“The old church looked beautiful that night 
with its red carpeting and stained glass windows 
and lighted candles. The pulpit was decorated with 
white chrysanthemums. They tolled the big bell in 
the tower 21 times and the proud old church re-
sumed its place in the community.”

New Interpretations of Older Exhibits
 by Eileen Ruggieri

Work has been done this past winter on some 
of the museum’s early history exhibits. Vice Presi-
dent Don Straub has taken the original Indian ar-
tifacts collection from the valley and reworked it 
into an interesting, informative, and colorful dis-
play. President Eileen Ruggieri has been working 

OOHS Vice President Don Straub with the museum’s Native American artifacts collection that he worked on this past winter. Be sure to 
visit our local history museum this summer and learn more about the past.
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on the museum’s History of the Onaquaga Valley 
exhibit—expanding its content and preserving its 
very old documents, maps, and pictures by using 
digital images.

The historical society also wants to share some 
of the history we have in our museum with the 
community in an out-reach program called Trunk 
History. We have a lot of interesting local history 
items to fill up the trunk and take it to schools, li-
braries, senior centers and events. We’re still look-
ing for a medium-sized old trunk, preferably from 
before the 1950s. Please call 775-1190 if you can 
help us.collection)

Many Thanks for Community Support
by Eileen Ruggieri

The historical society has been fortunate over 
the many years it has existed to have the support of 
the community in helping to maintain the historic 
old church it is caretaker of. This year we want 
to thank the Colesville Rotary Club for a grant of 
$610 to replace the entryway floor, repair the very 
old front door and finish the work of painting the 
museum floor that the late president Ron Henry had 
almost completed before his tragic death. Thanks 

Old Onaquagan
Historical Society

Family Membership:  $15.00 per year

Name_______________________________
Address_____________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Mail with your check to:
O. O. H. S.
P.O. Box 318
Harpursville, NY  13787

also goes to the Town of Colesville for its generous 
support this year that will help the historical soci-
ety keep the old church and history museum doors 
open to town residents free of charge.

We meet on the third Monday of the month 
from May to September at 7:00 pm at St. Luke’s 
Church in Harpursville. The meeting is followed 
by a guest speaker program on interesting histori-
cal topics. Highlighting this year’s programs is a 
presentation on the 100th anniversary of the New 
York State Milk Strike of 1916 and the important 
role dairy farmers in this valley played in the for-
mation of the Dairymen’s League. The talk, by 
OOHS President Eileen Ruggieri, will be accom-
panied by a slide show of photos from the early 
years of the League. Anyone with pictures of local 
dairy farms and farmers past and present, particu-
larly Dairylea Cooperative Inc. members, is very 
welcome to share them for this program. Contact 
President Ruggieri at 775-1190.

We’re looking for interested local quilters and 
quilting groups to take part in a Quilting Exhibit 
later this year in early fall at St. Luke’s. OOHS 
held one many, many years ago and how beautiful 
all those quilts looked adorning the church. Please 
contact us at 775-1190 if you’re interested in dis-
playing.

St. Luke’s Museum opens for the year on Me-
morial Day from 10:00 am to noon. Stop in! Or 
visit us on the second Sunday of the month from 
June to October when we have an Open House 
from 2:00 to 5:00 pm.

Old Onaquaga Historical Society celebrated its 50th anniversary 
on St. Luke’s Day last October. Popular bluegrass gospel band 
New Appalachia added to the festivities. (Page 13)
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Eastern Broome Senior Center
27 Golden Lane

Harpursville, N.Y. #693-2069

 The staff and seniors of the
 Eastern Broome Center

Warm greetings to the Town of Colesville com-
munity from the Eastern Broome Senior Center!  
As you may already know, Eastern Broome is an 
information, activity, and nutrition center offering 
people an opportunity to relax, have an affordable 
meal and socialize, play cards, games and Bingo, 
celebrate holidays, enjoy entertainment, exercise, 
utilize computers with internet access, and more! 
Thank you to all the wonderful folks in Colesville 
and the surrounding communities in Windsor, Har-
pursville, Afton, Bainbridge, Greene, Kirkwood, 
Unadilla, and many others-  for your interest and 
participation in your local senior community cen-
ter! There isn’t any age, membership, or residence 
location requirements to attend your Broome Coun-
ty Office for Aging senior centers, all are welcome!  
For those who haven’t had the opportunity to stop 
in, we would love for you to come by! Enjoy a tour 
of the center, share a meal if you like, or join in any 
of our activities. As a first time guest, we will pres-
ent you with a ‘Welcome Packet’’ which includes a 
complimentary meal coupon as well as the Senior 
Newspaper and our center’s newsletter listing our 
activities and services .Written resources such as 
our Elder Services Guide and the Financial Bene-
fits Guide for Seniors, are also located at the senior 
center to help meet your needs. The center is open 
Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
and at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesdays for breakfast, as well 
as some evenings and Saturdays.

We serve lunches Monday through Friday 
with Thursday’s meal a walk-in “Golden Griddle” 
brunch. Wednesdays we offer a nice homemade 
soup and sandwich bar and Fridays we serve a soup 
and Pub burger bar both from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 

p.m. with  no reservation necessary. Our Tuesday 
breakfast is also served on a walk-in basis –made 
to order and served to you! We offer a nice vari-
ety of menu choices and lots of nice folks to visit 
with! The coffee’s on at 8:00 a.m. and we serve till 
9:30 a.m. It’s a great way to come check out your 
center! Our breakfast and most meals served are a 
suggested contribution of $3.25 for seniors 60 and 
better, or a charge of $4.25 for all others under 60.

Volunteers are always welcomed at the center. 
We certainly could not achieve the same activity 
level and viability as a partner in the community 
that Eastern Broome offers , without the outstand-
ing volunteer efforts and participation of all our 
folks. If you are interested in volunteering, we do 
offer a variety of opportunities including, but not 
limited to, our meal service, outreach efforts, shar-
ing creative talents, or leading a class. One of our 
greatest volunteer opportunities is that of a “Meals 
on Wheels Driver “. The “M.O.W.” program is a 
wonderful service and a tangible means to make 
such a difference in someone’s life. Our meal de-
livery drivers are such dedicated individuals and 
for some recipients the only person they may see in 
a day. Or, perhaps you or someone you are aware 
of could benefit from receiving the program. If so, 
or with any other questions on becoming a volun-
teer driver, please contact our M.O.W. Supervisor, 
Moe Robbins, at #(607)-693-1566 for more infor-
mation. 

We continually, as an Office for Aging center, 
work toward  meeting the needs of seniors and 
community members. Information is presented 
and assistance offered to seniors through pro-
grams, speakers, and literature. A variety of topics 
are addressed throughout the year including health 
issues and concerns, nutrition and exercise, financ-
es, Medicare, fraud, Alzheimers , dementia , and 
more. The Office for Aging offers the services of 
an Information and Assistance Representative, Ja-
mie Roberts, to assist with a wide variety of senior 
needs. You may call the Senior Resource Line at 
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#778-2411 with any questions and concerns, or to 
ask for Jamie. 

  We are looking forward to what we hope is  
an early spring, long summer, and a beautiful au-
tumn. Wishes for great weather may or may not 
come true, but we will surely  enjoy the  compan-
ionship of good friends  and happy times together  
at Eastern Broome. Here are some of our upcom-
ing highlights ……

Thursdays: 

“Bingo for Prizes!” 11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m. on 
5/05& 19,   6/02, 09& 23,   78/07& 21- please 
call for subsequent dates

“Bonesaver” exercise class 1:15-2:15 p.m. 
through 6/16- no charge!

May: 

5th& 6th. AARP Safe Driver Class 5-8:30 
p.m. Call to reserve $20 AARP Members/$25. 
Non-members Homemade Soup & Sandwich 
or Pub Burger Bar available for your dinner 
break.  

18th. “Spring has Sprung” w/ Naturalist Pho-
tographer Rick Marsi 12:30 p.m.

June:

4th. Annual Rummage & Bake Sale Fund-
raiser Refreshments available. 9:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. Donations accepted until Wednesday the 
1st. Volunteers to help are welcomed!

9th. “Honoring Loving Relationships” 4-6:30 
p.m. Celebration of long term commitments w/ 
guest speaker Pastor Suggs at 4:30 p.m., Bev-
erages and desserts followed by live accordion 
music w/ David Hores from 5:30 6:30 p.m.

22nd. O.F.A.’s annual Senior Picnic at 
S.U.N.Y. Broome Live music, free gifts, raf-
fle baskets, Bingo, and a nice luncheon. 10:00 
a.m.-2:00 p.m.

 July:

1st. July 4th. Party w/ live music by the “Or-
ange Blossum Special” at 12:30 p.m.

7th.& 8th. AARP Safe Driver Class 5-8:30 
p.m. Please reserve- dinner available

20th. Eastern Broome’s Open House w/ coun-
try & Bluegrass music by “Hot Wings& Cold 
Feet”  at 12:30 p.m.

August:
3rd. Celebrating Grandparents w/ music by 
“Senior Moments” 12:30 p.m.
17th. Country Fair Day! 

September:

8th.& 9th. AARP Safe Driver Class 5-8:30 
p.m. Please reserve. Enjoy safe driving tips and 
insurance discounts.  $20./$25.00 

21st. Applefest - Honoring Retired Teach-
ers w/ ladies’ quartet “Remember When” at 
12:30 p.m.

28th. Eastern Broome’s Senior Birthday 
Party for all to enjoy games, prizes, Goodies, 
& Birthday Cake music by Gary Teed at 12:15 
p.m.

October:

Eastern Broome Senior Center’s 16th Anni-
versary Celebration - Live music and Volun-
teer recognition.

Our fall season always arrives rather quickly so 
please be sure to call for more information on our 
programs and events as autumn approaches.

 Your local center is always a great place to 
be when there’s a holiday to observe or celebrate 
or just to visit and have a meal on a daily basis. 
Throughout the spring and summer months we 
schedule lots of activities and enjoy a great turn 
out for our early evening 4:00 p.m. dining with the 
dates as follows: 4/14& 28,  5/12& 26,  6/16& 30, 
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7/14& 28,  8/11&25, 9/15&29 , 10/13&27. Most 
dates are already scheduled with wonderful enter-
tainers so just give us a call for more info. And…. 
every three months we enjoy an evening version of 
“Bingo for Prizes!”(5/26 and 8/11)

Please be sure to utilize our well-equipped ex-
ercise room – at no cost! It is so difficult to exercise 
outdoors during the spring and fall rains and the 
hot days of summer, so come take a look. Perhaps 
you would enjoy trying a “Gentle” Tai Chi pro-
gram Friday mornings at 9:00 a.m. or on Tuesdays 
at 8:45 a.m., our “Senior Stretch” class. 

COLESVILLE COMMUNITY 
PANTRY

by Kathy Merrill 
 

Winter was good to everyone this year. Lower 
heating bills, lower gas bills, less snow and cold. 
To families trying to make ends meet, it was a 
blessing. The pantry’s Christmas Angel Proj-
ect was blessed also with contributions from the 
Harpursville and North Fenton United Methodist 
Churches, Nineveh Presbyterian Church, Harpurs-
ville Central School Teachers and Staff, members 
of the community, Bed, Bath & Beyond owners, 
and owners, Bob and Penny Harvey, of the Central 
Hotel and their generous customers. The pantry 
board and all the volunteers thank you for all your 
donations…..food or gifts for our children.

BUT there are still families in need. Working 
families that live just above and below the poverty 
level, Disabled workers or veterans and Seniors 
who are barely able to pay their bills or put food on 
the table. There are those who are in need but who 
feel unworthy or too proud to receive free food.

 NO ONE SHOULD GO HUNGRY!!!
The pantry is located on King Road in the 

Colesville Volunteer Ambulance Building and is 

open the first and third Tuesday of each month from 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. and 4:30-6:30 p.m. All residents of 
the Town of Colesville are eligible with just proof 
of residency and each member of the household.

 The third Thursday of each month is a Mobile 
Food Pantry from 12-1 p.m. for everyone. No re-
quirements needed.  Everyone is welcome.

The pantry would also like to thank the Coles-
ville Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc. for pro-
viding the space, electric and heat…all free. 

And a special Thank you to the Squad Mem-
bers, Rotary and Interact, Junior Rotarians Mem-
bers; and Members of the community for all their 
help during a Mobile Pantry.

AND TO ALL OUR FAITHFUL VOLUN-
TEERS WHO TRAVEL TO PICK UP BREAD 
AND PRODUCE AND THOSE WHO WORK 
EVERY PANTRY AND WORK EVERY DE-
LIVERY DAY. WITHOUT YOU, THE PANTRY 
WOULD NOT EXIST,  THANK YOU!!!

You may choose to stay in touch via the internet 
on Office for Aging’s website at http://www.gob-
roomecounty.com/senior/scc . For those interested 
we are so pleased to offer you wireless capability at 
the center and continue to offer a nice library with 
updated computers with internet access.

  In closing, we would like to express our heart-
felt gratitude to all, for your continuing participa-
tion in and support of the Eastern Broome Senior 
Center. We extend an open invitation to all - please 
do come by- the door is open, the coffee’s on, and 
many smiles await you! Hope to see you soon!
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Colesville Volunteer Ambulance
Service, Inc.

Ronald O. Buckler, Board Secretary
 The Colesville Volunteer Ambulance Service 

organization has two fully equipped Advanced 
Life Support Ambulances ready for response from 
the Colesville building located at 28 King Road. 
These rigs are equipped with the latest up-dated 
equipment. 

This past year we submitted a grant applica-
tion to the Constitution Pipeline for the purpose 
of purchasing a Multiple Causality Incident (MCI) 
mobile unit. This trailer unit will have the capabil-
ity of providing a heated unit for cold exposure for 
responders who have responded for many different 
type rescues and an air conditioning unit for over 
exposure for firefighters suppressing interior fire 
fighting. This unit will carry all the medical sup-
plies to help keep our responders safe. This unit 
will respond to all large incidents and will respond 
with the CVAS fly car.  

The membership roster is made up all volunteer 
Paramedics, Critical Care Technicians, EMTs and 
Drivers. They all take their positions very seriously 
and keep their training current. A few members just 
completed training at Montour Falls our New York 
State training facility. Other training up grades 
are done at the county level and our local train-
ing is done in house on the 2nd Wednesday and 
4th Thursday evenings along with daytime train-
ing on Thursday. Our members are very dedicated 
and strive to maintain a high quality of service for 
our community. If you are interested or think you 
might be interested, stop by on any training night to 
observe our Medics in training or our meetings are 
held on the 1st Wednesday of each month at 8:00 
p.m. Our phone number is 693-3379, just leave a 
message and we will get back with you.

Since our last annual report our ambulances 
responded to 237 emergency calls and traveled 9, 
666 miles.

Our building is also housed by the Colesville 
Community Pantry. The pantry uses the building at 
no cost to the pantry for the protection and safety 
of the recipients of the mobile pantry. Our build-
ing is used for many other town functions such as 
a voting site, summer concerts if the weather pre-
vents having the concert at the Town Gazebo.  

       
If you would like to join our Corporate Family? 
The family membership is $5.00 per year, single 
membership is $3.00 per year, or to make a dona-
tion, use the form to the left.

Our address is:
Colesville Volunteer Ambulance Service
P.O. Box 62------28 King Road
Harpursville, New York 13787

Colesville Volunteer 
Ambulance Service, Inc.

   $5.00 Corporate Family Membership 
   $3.00 Corporate Single Membership
   Donation of _____________

Name___________________________
Address_________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
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Newsletter Copies
 If you are reading this newsletter and  reside in 

the Town and did not receive a copy via mail and 
would like to be added to future mailings or would 
like to be taken off our mailing list,  please call 
693-1174 or complete and return the form to:

           Tomi Stewart Town Clerk
            P.O. Box 27
            Harpursville, N Y 13787
           

Please check one of the following:

 The address it was sent to is incorrect
 The name on the address label is incorrect
 I want to view the newsletter on the
    Town’s Website
 I want to be removed from the mailing list.

Name:______________________________
___________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________
 ___________________________________
 ___________________________________

Dog Enumeration

Doug Rhodes, Town Councilman
    
 NYS Law requires all dogs over the age of 4 

months be licensed in the town they reside. The 
Town of Colesville will be having a Dog Enumera-
tion this year, 2016. A post card will be sent to the 
all residents in the Town of Colesville regarding 
this enumeration.  If you have an unlicensed dog, 
and want to be proactive in this process, please 
come to the Town Clerk’s Office or call Tomi 
Stewart on 607-693-1174 to get your dog licensed.  
All dogs must have an up to date rabies vaccina-
tion and a spay/neutered certificate if applicable.

Notes from Your Dog
Control Officer 

Michael Rhodes

What to do if you encounter a Stray dog:
If you see or encounter a stray dog, do not ap-

proach; call the Dog Control Officer at 607-693-
1592.     If you are unable to speak directly to the 
Dog Control Officer, please leave a message. The 
Dog Control Officer will return your call. You 
also have the option of calling the Broome County 
Sheriff's Department. 

Please take note of where you saw the dog and 
give as much detail as possible where you saw the 
dog.

For your protection; do not approach a stray 
dog or any other animal.

Rabies Clinic 
The Animal Aid & Relief Foundation (AARF) 

and the Broome County Health Department will be 
sponsoring a rabies clinic on Wednesday, June 8th, 
2016        from 6 to 7 pm... The clinic will be held 
at the Town of Colesville Highway Department.  

Dogs, Cats, Ferrets - Protect Your Animals!
Pets need to be at least 3 months old to receive 

a vaccination. 
All pets must be restrained by the owner or re-

sponsible adult. 
If your pet has had a previous Rabies Vaccina-

tion, bring the certificate with you so that your pet 
may receive a three year vaccination. Without the 
certificate, your pet will receive a one-year vacci-
nation. 

A $5.00 donation requested but not required. 
All pets will be vaccinated regardless of ability to 
donate. 

If you have any questions, contact the Broome 
County Health Department at 778-2887, or  Dog 
Control Officer Michael Rhodes  693-1592 or 
Town Clerk Tomi Stewart at 693-1174



   Town of Colesville News and Notes • Spring, 2016 • 19

Town Board Meeting: 1st Thursday 7:00 pm, Town Hall

Planning Board: 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm Town Hall

Zoning Board of Appeals: 2nd Wednesday 7:30 pm, Town Hall

American Legion: 2nd Tues. 7:00 pm American Legion

American Legion Auxiliary 1st Tuesday 7:00 pm American Legion

Sons of American Legion 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm American Legion

Colesville Historian Advisory Committee: 2nd Monday, 7:00 pm, Town Hall

Colesville Youth Commission: 3rd Wednesday. 6:30 pm Town Hall

Eastern Broome Nutrition Center: Monday – Friday 9:00 am -  2:00 pm Senior Center

Harpursville Board of Education: 2nd & 4th Monday 7:00 pm Elementary School

Harpursville Youth Baseball: 2nd Sunday 7:00 pm American Legion

Harpursville Youth Civic Association, Inc. 1st Monday 7:00 pm Harpursville Elementary School

Nineveh Public Library, 3029 State Hwy. 7, P.O. Box 124, Nineveh, NY 13813 Hours:  Mon. -  Thurs. 12:30 pm - 
7:30 pm, Fri. & Sat. 9:00 am - 3:00 pm. Board Meetings: 1st Tuesday at 10:00 am on alternate months 

Old Ouaquaga Historical Society, 3rd Monday 7:00 pm, St. Luke’s’ Museum 

Colesville Volunteer Ambulance Service......693-3379
P.O. Box 62, Harpursville, N Y 13787   
Business Meeting: 1st Wednesday of each month at 8:00 
pm
Trainings: 2nd Wednesday and 4th Thursday each month 
at 7:00 pm

Colesville Fire District #1...............................693-1454
P.O. Box 245, Harpursville, N Y 13787    
Business Meeting: 1st Monday of each month

Colesville – Windsor Fire District #2............655-1913
P.O. Box  5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting: 2nd Monday, 7:00 pm, Ouaquaga 
Fire Co.

Ouaquaga Fire Company...............................655-1913
P.O. Box 5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting: 3rd Monday, 7:30 pm, Ouaquaga 
Fire Co.

MEETING DATES TO REMEMBER

EMERGENCY SERVICES CALENDAR

Colesville Fire District #3:

Harpursville Fire Department ......................693-1454
P.O. Box 98, Harpursville, NY 13787
Business Meeting: 2nd Thursday of each month, 7:00 
pm
Trainings: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm.

Sanitaria Springs Fire Company...................648-2332
811 NY Rte 7, Port Crane, N Y 13833,   
Business meeting:1st Monday of each month , 8:00 pm
Trainings: other Mondays at 7:00 pm

West Colesville Fire Company.......................693-1001
1305 Colesville Rd. Binghamton, NY 13905  
Business meetings: 2nd Tuesday of each month, 8:00 pm
Training: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm



The Town of Colesville Newsletter is published twice a year: Spring and Fall. 
This  is our 55th edition. If you have any questions or suggestions,  

please contact the editor, Doug Rhodes, or coordinator Tomi Stewart. 
Special thanks to Eastern Broome Senior Center for  putting  it together.
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TOWN OF COLESVILLE 
780 Welton Street
Harpursville, N Y 13787
www.townofcolesville.org

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

DIRECTORY

Supervisor, Glenn Winsor...........................693-1794 (Office) 
P.O. Box 421, Harpursville, NY 13787       693-2582 (Home) 
ColesvilleSupervisor@echoes.net

Town Clerk, Tomi Stewart........................................693-1174
P.O. Box 27,  Harpursville, NY 13787 
ColesvilleClerk@echoes.net

Town Council
Margaret Wicks..........................................................693-2367
Doug Rhodes..............................................................693-1255
Michael Olin..............................................................655-2351
Gordon Carroll...........................................................724-4234

Highway Superintendent James Bulger..................693-1171
789 Welton Street, Harpursville, NY 13787  
ColesvilleHighway@echoes.net

Enforcement Officer, Brad McAvoy........................693-1795
P.O. Box 27, Harpursville, NY 13787    
ColesvilleEnforcement@echoes.net

Dog Control Office, Michael Rhodes.......................693-1592
P.O. Box 27, Harpursville, NY 13787  

Town Justice..............................................................693-1172
P.O. Box 166, Harpursville, NY 13787  
ColesvilleJustice@echoes.net  
Robin Kratz         Court Clerk             
Paul Powell        Town Justice 

Assessors....................................................................693-1661
P.O. Box 27,  Harpursville, NY 13787               
ColesvilleAssessor@echoes.net
Ron Young –Chairman 
Bob DeMarmels 
Jim VanWoert  

Town Historian, Val LaClair.....................................648-8341

Nineveh Public Library, Michelle Cimaomo..............693-1858

Senior Center ...........................................................693-2069
33 Golden Lane, Harpursville 

Broome County Sheriff............................................778-1911

State Police................................................................775-1241

 


