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Town Of Colesville

Town Board Meeting
November 1, 2012

Minutes of the regular Town Board Meeting of the Town of Colesville held at the Town Hall
Building, 780 Welton Street, Harpursville, New York, with the following members and guests
present:

Supervisor  Edward Mosher
Councilperson  Margaret Wicks
Councilperson Glenn Winsor
Councilperson Michael Olin
Councilperson Stephen Flagg
Town Clerk Tomi Stewart
Highway Superintendent  Robert Young
Code Enforcement  Brad McAvoy
Town Attorney Alan Pope

Guests:   Linda Dabulewicz, Jan McKnight, Doug Rhodes, Ray FeDora, D. J. Snow, Jim
Hawkins, Lee Bronson, Matt Guokas, Mary Ann Oliver, Patti Searles, Kate Bilyk, Ryan Coblan,
Carol Martin, Margaret Goodfellow.

Supervisor Mosher called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm, which was followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Mr. Mosher opened the public portion of the meeting for comments and concerns: Ray FeDora
of NY State Rte 79 angrily inquired about the status of the unsafe structure next-door to him.
Enforcement Officer B. McAvoy said that the property is still owned by Broome County and they
have no funding to take the house down; it will go back on the property tax auction block in
December. G. Winsor said that the Town cannot go on to private property and tear down every
house that has been abandoned; we have to work through the system.  Mr. FeDora said that he
will ask for a property tax reduction.

Lee Bronson of Sanitaria Springs asked about status of the reduced speed limit request for
Circle Drive.  Mr. Mosher said that the State should have their study completed by January,
2013 and their recommendations will follow. Mr. Bronson also asked about the clean-up of the
property next-door to him. B. McAvoy said that most of the debris has been removed, however
there is no raw garbage; he’s not sure where the rats coming from. A letter has been sent to the
owner and B. McAvoy is waiting for his reply.

Matt Goukas referred to an article in the Press & Sun Bulletin regarding local municipalities
maintaining the Home-Rule decisions with regards to hydro-fracking. The article suggested
ways such as having a moratorium in place so that guidelines can be established or for zoning
protection/regulations; to control where drilling will occur in our Town. Mr. Guokas reiterated the
necessity of a working committee made up of community residents, both for and against natural
gas drilling.  And he further suggested that the Town Board put together an action plan to deal
with the issues at hand before the state permits are issued.

Margaret Goodfellow representing the “League of Women Voters” noted that 2012 elections
informational hand outs were available after the meeting.

Patti Searles questioned the availability of minutes from the town board meetings, it was
explained that an unofficial copy is available upon completion; however they are not posted on
the town’s website until after they are approved by the Town Board. Ms. Searles also asked
when the Planning Board will be meeting to discuss the Petting Zoo Application, B. McAvoy said
that the Planning Board is not schedule to meet in October.

Linda Dabulewicz asked how we are going to protect the town; re:  gas companies providing
insurance coverage in the event of a catastrophic incident and questioned the Town’s plan of
action and effective response to a catastrophic event.
M. Wicks said that we do have an “Emergency Plan “in place and that our Volunteers are
continuously training and preparing for public emergencies and emergency response planning.

Linda Dabulewicz mentioned the difficult time residents had just after the flood of 2006.

Mary Ann Oliver said that she agrees that the idea of establishing of a committee representing
all sides of the natural gas issue is a good one.

Discussion continued with regards to scheduling another public informational meeting.
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Harry Cook inquired about the Town’s Parking Ordinance; there is a problem in Ouaquaga
whereby a resident is parking so near the edge of the road that he is blocking the intersection
and two accidents have recently occurred at this intersection. Highway Superintendent
R. Young suggested the area residents put together a petition and send it to State DOT.
Mr. Mosher said that we will help where we can however the town has no jurisdiction along a
state highway.

Margaret Goodfellow asked when the next public informational meeting will be on the
development of natural gas in Colesville, and what the discussion will be. Mr. Mosher said that
the State has changed its position on what local municipalities can and cannot regulate. The
Vehicle Permit Law and the Noise Ordinance were mentioned and noted that they can both be
found on the Town’s Website.

The establishment of a committee consisting of board members and town residents that
represents both the pros and cons in the development of natural gas was further discussed.

Carol Martin said that she feels that people don’t realize the activity that the industrialization of
natural gas will bring to the area or the possible negative impacts that it could have. She would
like to have more information available.
Hearing no further comments or concerns, the public portion of the meeting was closed at 8:45
pm.

Mr. Mosher opened the Public Hearing on the 2013 Preliminary Budget and asked for the legal
notice review, Town Clerk T. Stewart said that the legal notice was posted on the town sign
board, October 17, 2012, and published in the Windsor Standard, October 18, 2012.
Mr. Mosher asked for public comment or concerns; hearing none, he closed the public portion of
the Public Hearing at 8:53 pm.

Resolution # 101.12

Resolved,  that the attached entitled “A Resolution Adopting the Annual Budget of the Town
of Colesville for the Year 2013” is herein approved. Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by
G. Winsor.

Adopted Ayes 5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks
   Noyes 0

Resolution # 102.12

Resolved, that the attached entitled “A Resolution Scheduling a Public Hearing on the Year
2013 Fire Protection Contract between the Town of Colesville and West Colesville Fire
Company, Inc.” is herein approved. Motion made by G. Winsor and seconded by M. Wicks

Adopted Ayes 4 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Wicks
Noyes 0

 Abstain 1 Flagg

Resolution # 103.12

Resolved, that the attached entitled “Applicant(s) for 2011 CDBG Program, Submission C” is
herein approved. Motion made by M. Wicks and seconded by G. Winsor.

Adopted Ayes 5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks
   Noyes 0

Reports submitted in the Board’s monthly folder included monthly reports from the Supervisor,
Town Clerk and Code Enforcement Officer, along with various correspondence and resolutions.

Committee Reports:

Highway – R. Young reported that there were only a few trees down during Hurricane Sandy.
The purchase of a truck to be used by the Code Enforcement Officer was discussed.  Mr. Pope
confirmed that if the truck is not purchased from the state contract award listing then we would
have to solicit for bids. He further reported that the replacement cost for the radio tower will be
approximately $1,800.00. R. Young also said that he wanted to wait until after the elections
before hiring personnel to begin in January, so that the newly - elected highway superintendent
would have input. M. Wicks confirmed that temporary personnel can be hired as needed.
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Enforcement – B. McAvoy reported on the number of building permits issued in October, no
meeting scheduled for either the planning board or the zoning board of appeals in November;
one possible application before the ZBA in December.  B. McAvoy also reported that letters
were sent to the owner of record of the Blumenberg property, on Dilly Road and they were
returned as undeliverable also he is waiting to hear back from correspondence sent to the
Administrative Attorney of this property.

M. Olin asked if the debris from the house that was demolished on NY State Rte 79 has been
removed, B. McAvoy said that the owners have been notified and agreed to have it removed by
the end of November.

Planning – no meeting

ZBA– no meeting

Youth – M. Olin said that the committee met and discussed having a winter indoor field hockey
league and during their meeting in November the committee will further discuss restoring the
“Winter Fun Day” program.

Historical – Janet McKnight reported that guest speaker Michael Jacobson, an Archaeologist
from Binghamton University gave a very interesting discussion on the moving of the Thomas
Cemetery located in Chenango Bridge.  M. Wicks mentioned the fun shared during the guided
bus tour of our local cemeteries in October.

Parks – M. Wicks said that the port-a-johns will remain in place at each of the parks without
charge to the Town. Also the gate lock at Clyde S. Woodard Park will be replaced.

Resolution # 104.12

Resolved that the Town Board has audited and approved payment of General Fund bills #
313 through # 341 totaling $256,506.95, Highway Fund bills # 237 through # 262 totaling
$51,611.46 and CD Housing Grant #264 HR151-11 bill # 5 totaling $7,261.39. Motion made by
M. Olin and seconded by S. Flagg.

Adopted Ayes 5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks
   Noyes 0

General Discussion:

Mr. Mosher re-opened the discussion of scheduling another informational meeting on
hydro-fracking. It was the consensus of the Board that we should be pro-active; no problem
either way; establish a committee or scheduling another forum. However, without knowing what
the state regulations will be, anything we do may be premature.

Mr. Mosher said that never having been through anything like this before it’s hard to
have solid recommendations.

M. Wicks suggested finding out who some of the most knowledgeable speakers are in
the area and ask them to speak and maybe having a shared meeting with other local
municipalities.

Motion made by M. Wicks and seconded by S. Flagg to approve the Minutes of Town Board
meetings held on September 18 & 25, 2012 & October 4, 2012.

Adopted Ayes 5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks
   Noyes 0

No further business before the Board.  Motion made by S. Flagg and seconded by M. Olin to
adjourn at 9:25 pm.
                                                        Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Tomi Stewart Town Clerk
Town of Colesville
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Submission “C”

Carl Bogart
19 Depot Street
Housing Rehab
$25,706.00

Bruce & Donna Haug
8 Main Street
Housing Rehab
$14,854.00 (in addition to $6,935 for Well previously approved and completed)


