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Town of Colesville 

Town Board Meeting 
June 7, 2012 

 
Minutes of the regular Town Board Meeting of the Town of Colesville held at the Town Hall 
Building, 780 Welton Street, Harpursville, New York, with the following members and guests 
present: 
 
Supervisor   Edward Mosher 
Councilperson    Margaret Wicks  
Councilperson    Glenn Winsor 
Councilperson    Michael Olin 
Councilperson   Stephen Flagg 
 
Highway Superintendent Robert Young 
Code Enforcement  Brad McAvoy  
Town Attorney   Alan Pope 
Town Clerk   Tomi Stewart  
 
Guests:  Carol FeDora, Pat & Tom Grant, Carol Martin, Mary Ann Oliver, Eric Vonderhorst, 
Jeannie La Bore, Bernie Scott, Michael Lake, Lee Bronson, Ming Chen, Margaret Goodfellow 
and Broome County Executive Debbie Preston with Team Members Jim Worhach and Elaine 
Miller.  
 
Supervisor Mosher called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mr. Mosher introduced Ms. Debbie Preston and said that she is the first County Executive to 
attend a Board meeting since he’s been serving the Town. Ms. Preston thanked the Board for 
agreeing to let her address any concern that area residents may have and to give an update on 
changes being made in the County Government to save taxpayer’s money.  Some of initiatives 
Ms. Preston discussed were:  

� Changes made to the employee vehicle policy;  
� Through the whistle blower hotline,  they are able to crackdown on those taking          

 advantage of the Medicaid and Welfare Programs;  
� Utilizing office space in the county office building and moving county offices back 

 into the office building to eliminate paying rent;    
� Offering retirement packages while talking a close look at the position before 

 filling the vacancy.   
 
Ms. Preston gave everyone a chance to ask questions.  
  
County Executive Preston introduced Elaine Miller, Commissioner of Broome County’s 
Economic Development and Planning. Ms. Miller gave a summary report on projects they are 
working on:  

� New Hi-Tech Incubator: Binghamton University and Broome  County have joined 
together to help students develop new ideas for start–up companies that will help 
to grow the area’ s private sector jobs.  

� Regional Farmers Market to open at Otsiningo Park;  
� Also, grant writing services are available at the County for most community 

projects through the Regional Economic Development Council (REDC).  
 
A time for questions followed.  
 
Concerns from the Floor:   
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Jeannie La Bore President and Bernie Scott Vice President of Harpursville Youth Baseball 
addressed the Board with a request to lower the speed limit on Welton Street. Mr. Scot said that 
during a recent gathering of youth baseball players and parents, a speeding vehicle drove down 
Welton Street and through the fence of the baseball field; nearly running into the crowd.    
 
Mr. Mosher asked Enforcement Office B. McAvoy to clock the mileage for exactness before 
making the request to lower the speed limit to Broome County and NY State DOT.  
 
Mr. Scott also mentioned incidents of vandalism and break-ins at the civic pavilion and the 
baseball concession stand.  Councilmember S. Flagg suggested contacting either the Sheriffs 
Office or the NY State Police for additional patrolling of specific areas.  Mr. Mosher said that he 
will contact the departments.  
  
 
 
Carol Martin brought up the passing of Resolution #59.12, opposing the ban or moratorium, on 
the development of natural gas; without any knowledge or input from the community.  
 
Mr. Mosher said that a few minutes before the Board meeting Councilmember G. Winsor asked 
if during the general discussion portion of the meeting; if this proposed resolution could be 
discussed. Mr. Mosher further said that it was not a deliberate effort to hide anything.  
 
Pat Grant stated that the community has the right to know what resolutions or discussions will 
be before the Board during a meeting.   
 
Mr. Mosher said that it is not the intent of the Board to take anyone’s rights away.  
 
Councilmember G. Winsor said that if there is a topic that a Councilmember wants to discuss, 
the topic is brought up during the general discussion portion of the meeting, and sometimes the 
Board takes action.   
 
Mr. Mosher further said that if you study resolution 59.12, most will find that it is innocuous.  
 
Councilmember M. Wicks said that she compared previous agendas to resolutions adopted and 
found that several resolutions were not on the agenda prior to the meeting.  
 
Eric Vonderhorst said that what he’s hearing is that it’s the topic of natural gas development; 
and that subject is a hot-potato, not only in Colesville but throughout the State. Mr. Pope said 
that he may be right; it’s not necessarily the way that the Town Board conducts business under 
general discussion.  
 
Margaret Goodfellow used Local Law # 1-2012 as an example; The Superintendent of Schools 
came before the Board to ask if parking could be eliminated across from the school; the 
following month a resolution was on the agenda and approved. G. Winsor explained that the 
difference is that a Public Hearing was needed to change the Local Law. Margaret Goodfellow 
asked the Board to consider posting the town board agenda and minutes prior to a meeting, on 
the Town’s website as a draft.  
 
Lee Bronson of Sanitaria Springs asked for the status on the clean-up of junk in his neighbor’s 
yard on Circle Drive. B. McAvoy said that a lawsuit is before the Court.  
Mr. Bronson stated that since last month’s meeting his family has killed 9 rats that have come 
from the debris left on site where a house was torn down.  B. McAvoy said that he sent a letter, 
to the owner of record to comply with our local ordinance, and he has received no reply.  
B. McAvoy said that if he doesn’t hear back he will send an Order To Remedy.  
 Mr. Mosher asked B. McAvoy to contact the Broome County Health Department.  
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Michael Lake asked the Town Board if there is an Eagle Scout Service project needed that 
would benefit the community. Ideas were exchanged; M. Wicks asked if he can come back next 
month for further discussion. S. Flagg also suggested he come to the next Historical Meeting; 
perhaps the Town Historian may have ideas as well.   
 
Pat Grant commended both Highway Superintendent R. Young and Enforcement Officer  
B. McAvoy on jobs well done.  
 
Mary Ann Oliver noted that the farm animals in Center Village are gone.  
 
Councilmember S. Flagg said that he spoke with Town Engineer Richard Bassler, regarding the 
Engineers Report on the structure located at 3273 State Rte 79 in Center Village.  Mr. Bassler’s 
concurs with the Town;   the foundation of the structure has crumbled and that the structure 
needs to be demolished. Mr. Mosher confirmed with Attorney A. Pope, that Broome County has 
made their decision not to demolish the structure with or without the engineers report.  
 
No further comments or concerns; Mr. Mosher closed the public portion of the meeting 8:15 pm.  
 
Resolution # 61.12 
 
Resolved, that the Supervisor is authorized to request the services of the Auxiliary Police (from 
Broome County Emergency Services) for patrol duties during the Summer Colesville Concert 
Series and for the Colesville Super Celebration. Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by  
G. Winsor.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
 
 
 
Chris Maby of Delta Engineers dropped off the bid documents and the instruction plans for the 
Hartz Road upstream, Penny Hollow Road and the Thorn Hill Road projects and gave a brief 
update on the flood related projects.  The “blue books” have been received and the projects are 
set for advertising. The bids and plans are available with the return date of July 5, 2012, at 
which time the sealed bids will be publicly opened and evaluated. Mr. Maby further noted that 
the Upper Penny Hollow Road project should be next in line.  
 
Resolution # 62.12 
 
Resolved, that pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of Section 405.00 (1) of the 
Penal Law of the State of New York and other applicable provisions of law, the Town Board of 
the Town of Colesville hereby designates the Supervisor of the Town of Colesville as the Permit 
Authority who is authorized to grant and issue permits provided in Section 405.00 of the Penal 
Law for the public display of fireworks. Any such permits issued hereunder must be approved by 
the Broome County Sheriff and the chief of the fire company which serves the area where the 
fireworks display is scheduled to be held, at least 3 days prior to said display. Motion made by 
M. Wicks and seconded by G. Winsor.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Resolution # 63.12 
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Resolved, that “Town of Colesville Section 504 Resolution” is herein approved. Motion made 
by M. Wicks and seconded by M. Olin.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Resolution # 64.12 
 
Resolved, that the Town Board will be accepting proposals for Flood of 2011 repair work on 
the following projects: Thorn Hill Road (PW 1404606), Penny Hollow Road Lower (PW 
1404602) and Hartz Road Upstream (PW 1704605). Proposals will be accepted until 4:00 PM 
on July 5, 2012 at the Town Clerks Office. Proposal will be reviewed at the Town Board meeting 
on July 5, 2012 at 7:05 PM. Motion made by G. Winsor and seconded by S. Flagg.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Mr. Mosher noted that FEMA will be paying 75% of the projects repair costs and NY State will 
be picking up the remaining 25%.  
 
Reports submitted in the Board’s monthly folder included monthly reports from the Supervisor, 
Town Clerk/Tax Collector and Code Enforcement Officer, along with correspondence and 
resolutions.  
 
Committee Reports: 
 
 Highway - R. Young reported that even though collections were down during the white 
goods collections, it was successful. The Hwy crew has been busy cutting brush, clearing 
ditches and getting ready to oil & stone. 
  
 Enforcement – B. McAvoy reported on the number of building permits issued to date. No 
Public Hearings were held for either the Planning or Zoning Board in May.  In June, there is one 
application before the Planning Board and three applications before the Zoning Board of 
Appeals.  
  
 Youth - M. Olin said that the Youth Committee met and sign ups for the upcoming youth 
programs are underway.  
  
 Historical – S. Flagg reported that Roger Luther of the Broome County Historical Society 
gave a very interesting photography picture presentation of all the Churches in Broome County.  
 
 Parks – M. Wicks reported that the two community parks are opened and ready for a fun 
season.  
 
Resolution # 65.12 
 
Resolved, that the Town Board has audited and approved payment of General Fund bills # 
144 through #182 totaling $33,609.42 and Highway Fund bills # 113 through # 142 totaling 
$33,643.93. Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by G. Winsor.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
General Discussion:  
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The Justice Office asked the Board to review proposals received to convert paper records to a 
digital format; the funds for the project will be from the recent Justice Court Assistance Program 
(JCAP) award. It was the consensus of the Board to hold the decision over until next month so 
as to review the particulars of the request/bids. 
  
M. Wicks said that, She, G. Winsor and A. Pope met with Representatives from Adams Cable 
Co. to discuss the new Cable Franchise Agreement. M. Wicks and G. Winsor discussed the 
additional areas in Town where cable service will soon be available and other changes.  
Mr. Pope will draw up a new agreement for the Board to review during next months meeting.  
Mr. Pope said that before the agreement can be finalized a Public Hearing must be held.  
 
 B. McAvoy mentioned that he received an application for the installation of a ground mounted 
stand - alone solar panels and said that currently we do not have any regulations or permit 
process for this new technology. M. Wicks mentioned that she will call the New York 
Associations of Town’s to see if other Town’s have written a similar ordinance, to be used as a 
guide. G. Winsor said that he will also talk to our Planning Board for their input.      
 
M. Olin mentioned that he is still waiting for bids to come in for the fencing around Harpur 
Cemetery and asked if a request for bids could be advertised in the Windsor Standard; it was 
the consensus of the Board to advertise. Mr. Mosher also suggested sending another request to 
those previously interested in placing a bid.  
 
Motion made by S. Flagg and seconded by G. Winsor to approve the Minutes of Town Board 
meeting held on May 3, 2012. With the correct spelling of Assistant Softball Coach’s name  
“Emily Mcelwin”   
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Executive Session:  
 
Motion made by G. Winsor and seconded by M. Wicks to enter into Executive Session is 
discuss a personnel issue. 
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Minutes of Executive Session: 
 
9:00 executive session called to order.  In attendance:  Robert Young, Glenn Winsor, Mike Olin, 
Ed Mosher, Alan Pope, Steve Flagg and Margaret Wicks.  Personnel issue was discussed. 
Executive session adjourned at 9:25.    
  
Motion made by G. Winsor and seconded by S. Flagg to re-convene the regular meeting 
at 9:25pm.  
 
No further business before the Board.  
 
Motion made by G. Winsor and seconded by M. Wicks to adjourn at 9:26 pm.  
 
  Carried 
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Tomi Stewart Town Clerk  
Town of Colesville 


