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Town of Colesville
Town Board Meeting

May 3, 2018

Minutes of the regular Town Board Meeting of the Town of Colesville held at the Town Hall Building,
780 Welton Street, Harpursville, New York, with the following members and guests present:

Supervisor  Glenn Winsor
Councilperson  Gordon Carroll
Councilperson  Douglas Rhodes
Councilperson  Gary Cower
Councilperson  Michael Olin

Town Clerk     Tomi Stewart
Highway Superintendent   Jim Bulger
Code Enforcement Officer Bradford McAvoy
Town Attorney Deputy Rose Pope

Guests: Jordan Patch, Janet McKnight, Bernie Walling, Al Dauphinais, Ben Harting representing the
Br. County Sherriff’s Office.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm; followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Concerns from the floor: Highway Patrol, Lieutenant Ben Harting said that he was in town and
wanted to see if there were any areas of concerns or difficulties his Department could address.

Councilman Gordy Carroll said that he is concerned with the over the road tractor trailers
driving along narrow town roads, getting stuck in ditches, damaging the roads and possibly causing
an accident. Mr. Harting said that the use of a GPS is routing the drivers from I86 to I88. Mr.
Harting further said that they do monitor the area; but even with posting road restrictions the drivers
follow a GPS for the directions. Mr. Harting stated that if there was a particular time of day or day of
the week when these roads are being traveled by tractor trailers to let the department know and they
will be there.
With no further questions, Supervisor Winsor thanked Lieutenant Harting for coming.

Supervisor Winsor introduced Jordan Patch from The Animal Adventure Park.  Mr. Patch said he
was applying for a grant through Br. County’s Hotel/Motel Fund. The fund was developed to promote
economic development and to stimulate tourism. The monies for the fund are renewed when guests
who visit and stay in local hotels and motels and then made available to businesses that help to
support the County. In the past, money from the fund has been going to non-profit organizations
and Mr. Patch would like some of the money to be allocated to businesses who offer products and or
services that help to generate local revenue.

Mr. Patch further said that Broome County Executive Jason Garner, through these proceeds
has set up a Small Community Fund. Mr. Patch is here tonight asking the Town of Colesville to act
as a mediator to receive funds to help with expansion plans and infrastructure improvements. For
the application, Mr. Patch listed nine different attributes that will help to better serve the community
and to help Broome County be a more inviting place to live and grow for families and young adults.

Some of the expansion plans include a hands-on-discovery station that will help children to
explore and learn as well as A train ride throughout the area and a variety of free fun activities within
the Park. There will also be a community event pavilion that will accommodate more then 200
guests and will be used for a critter camp program, corporate events and other social gatherings.
The pavilion will be enclosed therefore, extending the seasons for holiday events.

Mr. Patch said that the grant application requires a 50-50 match with the Park investing
approximately $30,000.00. After no further discussion the public portion of the meeting was closed
at 7:30 pm.
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Councilman D. Rhodes said because the Pratt Cemetery has been abandoned within a 5 year
period it qualifies for a grant for restoration/preservation of headstones and monuments through
NYS Board of Cemeteries and obtaining bids for the necessary work is part of their process.

Bid Opening - Monument and Headstone Revitalization project at Pratt Cemetery.
Two proposed bids were received for the project:

1. Monuments by Parise -  $ 48,000.00
2. Finish Line Contractors- $ 102,010.00 with bronze markers

  $ 103,010.00 with granite markers

Bids were reviewed by Deputy Town Attorney Rose Pope and Councilman Doug Rhodes for
completion. D. Rhodes further said that he will be talking with his contact at the State for completion
of the next step.

Resolution # 49.18

Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Colesville will hold a Public Hearing on June 7, 2018
at 7:00 PM to amend/update the Town of Colesville Amusements Law - Local Law #1-1988 (as
amended Local Law #1-2010) is herein approved. Motion made by G. Carroll and seconded by
M. Olin.

Adopted Ayes 5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Cower
   Noyes          0

Resolution # 50.18

Resolved that the following copiers: inventory tag # 1110-50-12, 1110-036-06, 1410-024-00 and
1410-023-00, be declared surplus and allowed to be disposed of, is herein approved.
Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by D. Rhodes.

Adopted Ayes 5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Cower
   Noyes          0

Committee Reports:

Highway – Superintendent J. Bulger gave an update on the Dilly Road culvert replacement
project and review correspondence from NYS DOT.  The informational meeting will be held
on May 23rd to answer questions on the construction of the project. If all goes well, Mr.
Bulger hopes to have the funds to oil and stone all of Dilly Road once the culvert has been
replaced. Mr. Bulger noted that there will be a slight difference in the amount of money to be
received from NYS –DOT- CHIPS program and from the Winter Recovery Fund as previously
reported. He further said that because of fluctuating winter temperatures, many of the roads
throughout the region have been damaged; the highway department has been busy with
those repairs and washing and sweeping dust from the roads has begun. The Town’s clean
up days is to be held May 18th  from 8 -2 & May 19th from 9-1:30, the only charge is for each
tire dropped off.

Supervisor Winsor thanked Mr. Bulger for the time he spent on the gradall repairs.

Enforcement - B. McAvoy reported on the number of building permits issued to date and the
Orders–to-remedy’s that were issued in April.  No public hearings scheduled for the Planning
Board or the Zoning Board of Appeals in May.  One public hearing is scheduled before the
ZBA in June for a set back area variance.
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Youth - M. Olin said that the Committee met on April 18th. They were approached by the Old
Onaquaga Historical Society to see if the Commission wanted to take part in the upcoming
Home Spun Day but because of a tournament conflict they are not able to participate. A
resignation has been filed by Committee Member T. Warpus. Coaching positions for the
upcoming youth sport programs have been publicized and interviews will be held during their
meeting of May 16th. . Softball equipment needs to be purchased.  Mr. Olin thanked the
Town Board for early approval for the boys and girls summer basketball program to be held
from June 25th – August 2 at the YMCA in Norwich.

Zoning Board- G. Cower said that a Public Hearing was held on April 10th, for an
interpretation of a Home Occupation for gun smithing/repair. The application was approved.

Historical – D. Rhodes said that Vicky House, Town Historian, of the Town of Oxford had
photos and gave an interesting talk of the historical flood of June 29th, 1935. The Chenango
River flowed down from Morrisville to Binghamton, flooding all the small towns in between;
the water level in Chenango Forks reached up to the steel bridge. The next meeting will be
held May 14th.
Mr. Winsor asked about the necessary repairs to the roof on the Gazebo.  G. Cower said
he went up and took measurements for Historian Val LaClair to obtain pricing.
Jan McKnight said that they would like to have the repairs made before the concert season
begins. Mr. Winsor said that Val will be asking the Titus Fund for costs to replace the roof
and he then said that it is likely the Town will pay for the repairs and then be reimbursed by
the Titus Fund.

Parks - G. Cower reported that limbs and branches have been removed, the bathrooms
have been cleaned; picnic tables were re-braced and re-painted.  Play equipment has been
inspected for loose or missing hardware; the basketball hoop at Harmony Park has been
replaced, all swing sets and slides are operational.
The parks are ready for spring and summer play.

 Dog Control – Supervisor Winsor said that the Town of Winsor was selling their dog control
van. After consideration, Supervisor Winsor and Councilperson D. Rhodes determined that a
van is better for older dogs to jump into and had a good purchase price.

Resolution # 51.18

Resolved, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the purchase of a 2008 Dodge Grand Caravan
for $2,250.00 to be used by the Dog Control Officer for transporting dogs. Motion made by M. Olin
and seconded by G. Carroll.

Adopted Ayes 5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Cower
   Noyes          0

Resolution # 52.18

Resolved, that the Town Board has audited and approved payment of General Fund bills # 101
through # 126 totaling $19,806.35 and Highway Fund bills # 86 through # 115 totaling $52,137.12.
Motion made by G. Cower and seconded by D. Rhodes

Adopted Ayes 5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Cower
   Noyes          0
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General Discussion:

After review of the bids submitted for the repairs to the stones and monuments of Pratt Cemetery;
Deputy Attorney Pope and Councilman Rhodes said that the bid received from Monuments by
Parise does not meet the specifications set by the NY State Division of Cemeteries. The bid
received from Finish Line Contractors was complete and appears to meet NY State guidelines and
requirements.

Resolution # 53.18

Resolved, that the Town Board hereby tables the bids received until the application approved by
NY State Division of Cemeteries. Motion made by G. Winsor and seconded by G. Cower.

Adopted Ayes 5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Cower
   Noyes          0

Planning Board – Councilman Carroll said that for many months the Town’s Planning Board has
worked to revise the Town of Colesville Local “Sign” Ordinance. It is now in its Final Draft and asked
the Town Board to review the proposed changes. Al Dauphinais Planning Board Chairman said this
proposal has more clarification, verbiage about details and reasons for a determination. Supervisor
Winsor expressed his appreciation to all of the Planning Board Members for their time and diligence
to the local ordinance.

Mr. Winsor noted the schedule for the upcoming meeting of the Br. Co. Assoc. of Towns.
Councilman D. Rhodes said that he has attended the last meeting.  Sherriff Harder was the guest
speaker and he discussed security at local schools and working with the school’s administration and
students to be proactive and develop awareness of those entering their school.

Mr. Winsor also mentioned that he had been contacted by Eastern Energy Solution about changing
the street light bulbs to LED lighting. It was the consensus of the Board to compare costs and to talk
with NYSEG regarding the possible changes.

Mr. Winsor said that he had been approached by a Town employee who is going to retire. Having
accumulated many sick days, he would like to give or donate his accumulated sick time to another
employee. G. Carroll said that he has found that this is an acceptable practice, when additional time
is needed to recover from an illness or accident. It is not acceptable if the extra time is only going to
be added to employee’s annual sick-time leave.

T. Stewart asked the Town Board to consider closing the Town Hall Building on Fridays beginning
May 25th, through July 28th, for some vacation time for both the Town Clerk and the Code
Enforcement Officer.  It was the consensus of the Board to approve the request to close the town
hall on Friday’s. They recommended posting the hours.

Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by G. Cower to approve the Minutes of the Town Board
meetings held April 5, 2018

No further business before the Board. Motion made to adjourn at 8:15 pm.   Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Tomi Stewart Town Clerk,
Town of Colesville


