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Town of Colesville
Town Board Meeting

July 6, 2017

Minutes of the regular Town Board Meeting of the Town of Colesville held at the Town Hall Building,
780 Welton Street, Harpursville, New York, with the following members and guests present:

Supervisor    Glenn Winsor
Councilperson  Gordon Carroll
Councilperson  Gary Cower
Councilperson  Michael Olin
Councilperson  Douglas Rhodes

Town Clerk     Tomi Stewart
Highway Superintendent   Jim Bulger
Code Enforcement Officer Bradford McAvoy
Town Attorney    Alan Pope

Guests: David Thomas, Bill VanKuren, Phil Tomashek, Jan McKnight,
Al Dauphinais, Paul Peterson, Stephen Winsor, Bernard Walling, Mr. & Mrs. Laczak, Mary Ann Oliver,
Margaret Goodfellow, Arlene Noyes, Amy Walker, Steve Flagg, Ray Breese, Elise Hopkins, Tom
Hopkins, Vera Bond, Tom Bond, Glenn Herbert, Geoff Grogan, Debbie Grogan.

Supervisor Winsor called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm; followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Concerns from the Floor: Residents living near the Animal Adventure Park said that there are road
and traffic safety concerns. Due to the increase of traffic and the narrow road and because of the
speed that is traveled, they asked if the road could be widened and have a line down the middle of
the road. Highway Superintendent J. Bulger said that he has been in contact with Broome County
and they said that because of the width of the road, a line down the center is not permissible. Mr.
Bulger also said that widening Martin Hill Road is not feasible because the ditches and utility poles
would all need to be moved and all property owners would have to relinquish some of their road
frontage. The residents also asked about the speculation of a “drive through safari”. G. Carroll said
that there is no new application from the Animal Adventure Park before the Town’s Planning Board
and until that happens, its hearsay. Everyone agreed that no one could have predicted the success
of Mr. Patch’s marketing plan or the sensation of the baby giraffe. Supervisor Winsor noted that many
of the Planning Board members are in attendance of this meeting; he thanked them all for coming to
hear first hand what the residents have to say. Also noted is the concern of the environmental impact
on the DEC wetland (Cranberry Marsh).

With no further comments Supervisor Winsor opened the floor to the Ouaquaga area residents for
discussion of the operational procedures during the Faerie Festival. It was the overall consensus that
Mr. Herbert complied with the addendum to his application. However there are a few issues that exist
that are beyond his control, such as inadequate parking. The plans for off-site parking were changed
because the heavy rain caused the soil to be too muddy. Suggested was: the traffic controllers should
wear an orange vest, and the road signs leading to the festival should be clearer as to where the
festival was located. Mr. Winsor asked about the noise after 11:00 pm and all agreed it was quiet
until morning. It was stated, that an event this large in size, located on a very busy state highway is
an ill fit to a small rural community.
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Councilmember G. Cower attended the Festival and in talking to the Deputy Sheriffs that were there,
had positive comments. Mr. Cower further said that there are some problems that need to be
addressed.   However, the way the venue is crafted it offers a fantasy enchantment. Mr. Winsor
asked if two weekends was better for the residents; it was the consensus that even though the
attendance per day was lower; the whole event continued for one week before the Festival, the week
between and a week after the Festival and it is too much for the small hamlet. Also discussed were
the number of campers who stay overnight and the availability of accommodating facilities. With no
further comments; Mr. Winsor thanked everyone for coming and for sharing their perspectives.

Resolution # 77.17

Be it resolved that the Highway Superintendent is authorized to attend the Annual School for
Highway Superintendents to be held in Ellicottville, New York on September 19 - 22, 2017, with an
advance of $500.00, is herein approved. Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by D. Rhodes.

Adopted Ayes   5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Cower
   Noyes          0

Resolution # 78.17

Resolved, that per the recommendation of Tomi Stewart, Town Clerk; the disposition of records in
accordance with NYS Archive Local Government Retention and Disposition schedule per the
attached list is herein approved. Motion made by D. Rhodes and seconded by G. Cower

Adopted Ayes   5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Cower
   Noyes           0

Reports submitted in the Board’s folder included monthly reports from the Town Supervisor,
Town Clerk (May &June) and the Code Enforcement Officer’s.

Committee Reports

Highway - J. Bulger reported that two summer part-time workers have been hired. He gave an
update on the progress of the Dilly Road culvert replacement project.  The new
truck has been delivered. The bidder that was awarded the purchase of the 2015
Ford F 150-pick-up truck rescinded his purchase offer. After discussion the
following resolution was offered.

Resolution # 79.17

Resolved, that the Town of Colesville hereby accepts the offer of $21,000.00 (twenty-one thousand
dollars) for the purchase of the 2015 Ford F-150 pickup truck, VIN # 1FTFX1EF2FKE22955.
Motion made by D. Rhodes and seconded by G. Cower.

Adopted Ayes    4 Olin, Winsor, Rhodes, Cower
   Noyes           0
   Abstain    1 Carroll

Enforcement - B. McAvoy reported on the number of building permits and order to
remedies issued in June.  No Public Hearings are scheduled for the Planning
Board or for the Zoning Board of Appeals in July.
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Youth - M. Olin said that the Commission met on June 21st. They have not heard on the
the number of attendees to the Animal Adventure Park during the Colesville Family Fun
Day.  Two field hockey scholarships were awarded. Tentatively, a home field hockey
tournament may be held at the Harpursville School on Oct. 21. Next meeting is
scheduled for July 7th.

ZBA – G. Cower said that the Board met on June 6th, and they continued to discuss
the zoning regulations and yearly training requirements.  One potential Board Member
was in attendance and the ZBA recommends Eric Winsor to serve on the Zoning Board
of Appeals.

Resolution # 80.17

Resolved, that the Colesville Town Board hereby appoints Eric Winsor to serve on the Zoning
Board of Appeals with a term from July 6, 2017 through December 31, 2021.  Motion made by
G. Carroll and seconded by G. Cower.

Adopted Ayes    4 Olin, Carroll, Rhodes, Cower
   Noyes           0
   Abstain    1 Winsor

Planning – G. Carroll said that there were no applications before the Board; therefore they
are taking a close look the Town’s Sign Ordinance and Amusement Law for possible
revisions.

The Zoning Ordinance for Solar Energy was further discussed and will soon be finalized.

Historical – D. Rhodes said the Advisory Committee met on June 6, 2017; the guest speakers
were Marie O’Donovan from Binghamton University who talked about the Unitaria dig
located on Skellett Road that has uncovered artifacts dating back to the mid 1800’s.
And, Colesville Resident Amedeo Cimini, who talked about the history of Herbert
Rockwell’s Equestrian Horses.

Parks – G. Cower said that the Town Parks are ready to be enjoyed; and that he checks
regularly to be sure that all equipment is functioning, clear from litter and for signs of
vandalism.

Resolution # 79.17

Resolved that the Town Board has audited and approved payment of General Fund bills # 157
through # 179 totaling $11,690.14, Highway Fund bills # 153 through # 192 totaling $120,325.30 and
Historical Fund Voucher # 1 totaling $1,500.00. Motion made by D. Rhodes and seconded by M. Olin.

Adopted Ayes   5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Cower
   Noyes           0



                                                                                                                                    July’ 17                         pg 4
General Discussion:

With the fire works display being set off from the field owned by the Harpursville Youth Civic
Association, it was decided that they too should be added to the Certificate of Liability Insurance as
an additional insured.

The Board further discussed the road and traffic concerns of Martin Hill Road and various ways to try
to mitigate the situation.

Motion made by D. Rhodes and seconded by G. Cower to approve the two sets of Town Board
Minutes from the meetings held June 1, 2017.

Adopted Ayes   5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Cower
   Noyes           0

No further business before the Board.

Respectfully submitted by

Tomi Stewart Town Clerk
Town of Colesville


