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Town of Colesville
Town Board Meeting

August 6, 2015

Minutes of the regular Town Board Meeting of the Town of Colesville held at the Town
Hall Building, 780 Welton Street, Harpursville, New York, with the following members
and guests present:

Supervisor   Glenn Winsor
Councilperson   Margaret Wicks
Councilperson   Gordon Carroll
Councilperson   Michael Olin
Councilperson   Douglas Rhodes

Town Clerk - Tomi Stewart
Highway Superintendent – James Bulger
Code Enforcement- Brad McAvoy
Town Attorney – Alan Pope

Guests: Pam Guth, Rebecca Chandler, Emily Hotchkiss, all three representing Rural
Health Network of South Central New York (RHNSCNY), Colleen Bulger, Jan McKnight,
Tonia Northrop.

Supervisor Winsor called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm; followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Mr. Winsor introduced Rebecca Chandler of RHNSCNY. Ms Chandler gave a
presentation on a completed study that will help to identify the strength and needs of
rural communities in Broome County; the challenges we face with regards to health and
wellness services, property and a coordinated transportation plan. The survey results
are designed to better serve the needs of the rural population.
After the presentation there was open discussion and all questions were answered.

Hearing no comments or concerns, the public portion of the meeting was closed at 7:45
pm

Resolution # 77.15

Resolved, that the resolution entitled “A Resolution Directing County of Broome To
Pay All Sales Tax Revenues Directly to the Town of Colesville to be used for Any
Town Purpose” is herein approved. Motion made by M. Wicks and seconded by
D. Rhodes.

Adopted Ayes 5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Wicks
   Noyes          0

Resolution # 78.15

Resolved, that the Supervisor is authorized to make the following transfers: From
General Fund to Historical Savings the amount of $320.00 (#173, Abstract # 6) is herein
approved. Motion made by M. Wicks and seconded by G. Carroll.

Adopted Ayes 5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Wicks
   Noyes          0

Resolution # 79.15

Resolved that the Town of Colesville reimburse the fire departments (West Colesville,
Sanitaria Springs, Harpursville) Emergency Services Breathing Air Account the amount
of $3,650.00 from A3640.4 (Civil Defense Line Item) for repair/replacement of the roof
and decking at the Town of Colesville Nelson & Myrtle Merrill Civil Defense Training
Facility on Hurd Road. Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by M. Wicks

Adopted Ayes 5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Wicks
   Noyes          0



                               Aug.’ 15                          Pg 2

Resolution # 80.15

Resolved, that the Highway Superintendent is authorized to attend the NYS
Association of Towns Highway Superintendents Fall Conference (Educational
Symposium) on September 15 – 18, 2015 at Saratoga Springs New York, with an
advance of $750.00, is herein approved. Motion made by D. Rhodes and seconded by
M. Olin.

Adopted Ayes 5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Wicks
   Noyes          0

Resolution # 81.15

Resolved that the Court Clerk is authorized to attend the 2015 New York State
Magistrate Conference on September 27 - 29, 2015 held at Niagara New York, is
herein approved. Motion made by M. Wicks and seconded by G. Carroll.

Adopted Ayes 5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Wicks
   Noyes          0

Resolution # 82.15

Resolved, that per the recommendation of Tomi Stewart, Town Clerk; the Town Board
authorizes her to dispose of records in accordance with NYS Archive Local
Government Retention and Disposition schedule per the “Town of Colesville 2015
Records Disposition” attached list is herein approved. Motion made by D. Rhodes and
seconded by M. Olin.

Adopted Ayes 5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Wicks
   Noyes          0

Committee Reports:

Highway - J. Bulger said:

 Main Street project is near completion; for student safety, a 6 foot walking path
and a cross walk has been painted onto the road surface. He further said that
from NY Rte 79 to North Drive the costs to date are $70,665.29, and from North
Drive to NY Rte 7 the cost to oil and stone was approximately $11,000.00. Once
the oil and stone has had a chance to settle, it will be swept and striped. He also
mentioned that he would have really like to have been able to apply a black top
surface on all of Main Street, however it would have cost another $40,000.00 and
there are many other town roads that also need attention.

 He expressed his appreciation to the Town Board for passing the resolution
authorizing the payment for the Bates Road project so as the receipt of payment
could be sent to CHIPS for a timely reimbursement. Otherwise the Town would
not have received the winter recovery money until sometime this December.

 Mr. Pope and Mr. Bulger have re-negotiated the contract for uniform service for
the MEO’s. It’s now a non-renewable three year contract that can be terminated
and will save the highway department $110.00 per week.

 The road work to be completed under the” Agreement for the Expenditures of
Highway Money” was reviewed.

 Mr. Bulger gave an update on the unsafe structure located at 3278 NY State Rte
79.  Because the Town does not qualify to tear down the house, the estimated
costs to have certified hazmat technicians demolish the house will be
approximately $23,000.00 and the dumpster and tipping fees will be an additional
cost. Mr. Pope said that the County will back charge the town if the removal costs
are added to the tax bill as a levy line. Mr. Winsor said at times, monies from the
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) can be used for demolition of
abandoned structures. Supervisor Winsor will contact Thoma Development
Consultants to see if the costs for this demolition would be allowed under the
current grant.
G. Carroll suggested, for future needs we should look out into various avenues
for removing blighted residential structures.

 The part-time summer employees re-painted the highway garage and the Clyde
S. Woodard Park sign was re-lettered and painted.
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Reports submitted in the Board’s folder included Supervisor, Enforcement Officer, and
Town Clerk. Also, correspondence from the Buynitsky’s Family regarding the $1,500.00
that the Town paid for veterinarian costs to save the dog injured during the tragic
accident along I88 in December, 2014. The letter stated that the Town would not be
reimbursed.

Enforcement B. McAvoy reported on the number of building permits issued in
July.   Four Orders to Remedy Violation were issued, two were for building code
violations and two were for burning. No public hearing scheduled before the
Planning Board or Zoning Board of Appeals.

M. Wicks asked if one of the building code violations was for a resident on
Cafferty Road. She said that it appears that a semi tractor trailer container is
being converted into a resident; recently a window and an entry door has been
added.  Mr. McAvoy said that a permit was issued for the construction of a
garage.  Mr. McAvoy further said that if the units are being used for a garage or
storage unit they have to meet the building codes and have a structural engineer
stamp or seal.

The Board and Mr. Pope further discussed, assessing the units as a
permanent structure and or change the zoning regulations to allow the units only
within specific zoning districts in the Town with set back requirements.

Youth - M. Olin said that the Committee met on July 27th. The softball program went
well; it helped to teach the basic skills and rules of the game.

The Field Hockey program will begin on 8/26, with the first tournament
scheduled for 9/17 to be played at the Harpursville Central School. Next meeting
is scheduled for August 26th.  The Youth Bureau will be coming to observe the
program.

No meetings held by the Zoning Board of Appeals or the Planning Board.

Historical – Jan McKnight said that each morning Highway employee Gregg Gates has
been working on making room for the park next to the Doraville Schoolhouse.

 M. Wicks reported that the guest speaker gave a presentation on the 5,000 plus
historic glass plate photos found at the former Binghamton State Hospital, he
also gave a brief history of this Psychiatric Asylum.

 Recipes are being collected for a new cook book.

Parks- M. Wicks said that a toddler swing has been added to Clyde S. Woodard Park
and quotes are being gathered to submit to the Titus Foundation for a climbing
apparatus to be installed at Clyde S. Woodard Park.
M. Wicks also mentioned that the new entrance sign might draw motorcycles or
four wheelers into the park; to avoid this, signs will be installed saying “no motor
vehicles allow outside the parking area”

Resolution # 83.15

Resolved that the Town Board has audited and approved payment of General Fund
bills # 200 through # 231 totaling $13,980.13, Highway Fund bills # 224 through # 228
totaling $102,748.83  and CD Housing Grant #264 CRF-HR96-14 bill # 2 totaling
$1,625.00. Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by D. Rhodes.

Adopted Ayes 5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Wicks
   Noyes          0

General Discussion:

Supervisor Winsor noted that Harpursville Central School District continues to consider
sites to build a new bus garage.  He mentioned that he and D. Rhodes were approached
by the school; asking if the Town Board would consider selling a small piece of land
owned by the Town that boarders’ state owned land located on State Rte 79 that was
taken and not used, nor titled to the State when I88 was constructed. It was the
consensus of the Board to sell the land to the school when needed.

The Town Board agreed that a Special Meeting for Tuesday, August 18th, at 10:00 am is
a good time for Auditor Mike Wolynik to review with the Town Board his audit findings.



                               Aug.’ 15                          Pg 4

Supervisor Winsor noted that NYS has lowered the property tax cap for 2016 to 0.73.

The Comprehensive Land Use Plan Committee will be meeting on August 18th.
Mr. Winsor said that soon the Committee will be presenting the proposed Land Use Plan
to the Board; from there the Board will need to decide how to proceed with their
recommendations as far as reorganization and updating the current plan.

M. Wicks suggested each Board Member take two topics that they have a passion for,
look into, either negative or positive, make recommendations and come back to discuss
amongst  Board.

G. Carroll gave his personal thoughts on a new Land Use Plan. A person in business, he
doesn’t look to a failing system to provide guidance on how to better his own situation.
He would like to see a different slant or a different angle.   He questioned, what is the
point of making more regulations if they are not enforced? A small business opening,
with which I am not advocating for or against, but if we are trying to create an
environment that provides residents an opportunity with a better quality of life, while
trying to create tax revenues by encouraging small businesses to open, and living within
the 0.73 tax cap; then allowing cash businesses to open and operate without a NYS
License or Doing Business As (DBA), we are hurting ourselves.

B. McAvoy said that the argument is that a vehicle can be serviced for repairs without a
problem, but as soon as they register with DMV or place a DBA sign in front, then that is
a business.

M. Wicks asked, are we willing to make the commitment to the Comprehensive Land
Use Plan?

G. Winsor said that he personally feels that most people don’t want change… the
consensus is that it’s our property – we want to do what we want with it, be it riding a 4
wheeler and pulling in or out with it, and  legislating neatness is a hard thing to do.

G. Carroll said that it depends on what the Board’s goals are; to clean things up and not
to allow junk.  Maybe it’s not a one person’s job, but in order for the plan to work we
have to be able to back it up.

M. Wicks said that she thinks that most residents want the town cleaned up.

D. Rhodes asked “if B. McAvoy doesn’t know that a business is going in, then how can
he investigate”?

B. McAvoy gave examples of permits issued for a residential garage and also permits
not issued for service business when that business is not allowed in a specific district.

M. Wicks suggested defining the town’s ordinance’s for easier enforcement.

Outside wood burning furnaces was discussed; B. McAvoy said that they are enforced
by NYS DEC.

G. Carroll said that no matter what we try to do, there will be unintended side effects. He
said it’s important not to screw it up for the majority on the actions of a few.

G. Carroll said that in his opinion, we need to address how we are going to enforce the
changes and if we have the ability to enforce the changes before we extend the energy
to enact the changes.

D. Rhodes said we have to be careful how to legislate esthetics.

M. Wicks said these items that degrade neighboring properties and these items are what
the Board wants to look at.

G. Winsor said that officially we have not received the Comprehensive Land Use Plan
from the Committee, so let’s think about how we want to approach the changes; the
board agrees that some change needs to be made to the existing plan.
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T. Stewart asked the Town Board to consider changing the Peddling Ordinance, adopted
May 3, 1962. She said that since the passing of the current law, demographics’ have
changed, and with an increase in crime and drug abuse she thought the law should be
better protect residents of persons selling door to door. She received and emailed laws
from neighboring Town’s noting that other municipalities do not require a permit. Varies
suggestions were made by the Town Board; the topic will be further discussed.

Discussion continued on the service protection plan of the Town’s computers.
With G. Carroll being familiar with computers and virus attacks, he will review the two
quotes received.

Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by G. Carroll to approve of Minutes of Town
Board meeting held on July 2 & 21, 2015.

Adopted Ayes 5 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Wicks
   Noyes          0

Motion made by M. Wicks and seconded by M. Olin to enter into Executive Session at
9:30 pm.

Adopted Ayes 4 Olin, Carroll, Winsor, Rhodes, Wicks
   Noyes 0

Respectfully submitted by

Tomi Stewart Town Clerk
Town of Colesville

Minutes of Executive Session:

Executive meeting called to order at 9:40 pm. Present were Glenn Winsor, Margaret
Wicks, Mike Olin, Gordon Carroll, and Doug Rhodes.

Personnel issues were discussed.

Executive session adjourned at 10:37 pm.

Motion to reenter regular meeting by Margaret Wicks, second by Gordon Carroll at 10:38
pm

Motion to adjourn regular meeting by Gordon Carroll, second by Mike Olin at 10:39 pm.

Submitted by Doug Rhodes


